which is paired with the hockey and curling will run
until the hockey and curling begin, then resume after
March break.
There has been a new bell schedule to reflect the
new time allotments for classes. All students have
become adjusted to the time changes for breaks and
lunch. The lunch break for all students begins at
12:00 am and continues till 1:00. The elementary
recess break runs from 10:20 to 10:35 and the
afternoon break from 2:13 to 2:28 for K to 6
classes. For the high school students there is a 2 min
break between period 2 and 3 and between 5 and
6. It is hoped that these times will have positive
benefits for student success in all areas—courses,
athletics and community participation.

www.alonsaschool.ca

Greetings from Alonsa School! It’s nice to see that
the nicer weather still holding on this fall. The earlier
cool and wet has become hot and sunny. The
forecast calls for early winter with lots of snow.
Keep the fingers crossed that the snow stays away.
As a reminder, our procedure when students are
absent from school is as follows: if the student absent
from school has had communication with the school
and the school is aware of the reason for the
absence no further action is required. If the student
is absent and the school is not aware of why then
Mrs. Gurke will phone the home. It is important that
students attend school so that they may progress
with their classes in skill understanding and skill
development. Attendance letters will be distributed
should absences accumulate and exceed 20% for
the year.
The 6 period day is the similar to last year. The
length of the class period has changed their order
but there are still 4 periods in the morning. These
courses will go the entire year. Periods 5 and 6 are
72 minute classes. These will also run all year,
however, they will alternate days. Days 1, 3 and 5
will have two classes, and days 2, 4 and 6 will have
a different class. This will result in fewer exams
written at the end of January (only the chemistry)
and so fewer exam days will be needed for the
exam schedule. The hockey and curling courses will
operate this year. These courses will begin about the
end of November, weather permitting and end
around March break. The personal finance course

The Grades 7 & 8 students are under the high school
time schedule of courses. They have a regular
rotation of class schedule and teachers. Their courses
run all year but they will not have final exams. Their
marks will be based upon classwork performances.
You will note that the grades given are in percent
and as numbers 1 to 4. These two measures should
be in agreement.
On September 17 there was a meet the staff night.
Staff was joined by students and parents for
hotdogs, chats and shopping for books at the book
fair. We at the school say thank you to the parents,
students and community members who came out.
For those who are not familiar with the school
teaching staff we have had some changes for this
school year. Mrs. Asham is the resource teacher.
Other teaching staff and assignments are: K/1 Mrs. W. Zalluski. Teaching Grades 2/3 is Ms. K
Caumartin, teaching Grades 3/4 is Mrs. A.
Buchanan, Ms. K. Steiner is the home room teacher
for Grade 5/6. Ms. Grant is teaching the Grade
7/8. For the high school staff we have Ms. S. Doran
as home room for Grade 9, Mr. B. Dupasquier for
Grade 10, Mr. M. Reimer for Grade 11 and Mrs. D.
Grimstead for Grade 12.
Sept 23 – Professional Development (No Classes)
Sept 26 – Divisional Cross Country
– Progress Reports for all students, K-12
Oct 3 – Zone Cross Country
Oct 14 – Thanksgiving – School Closed - No Classes
Oct 24 – Picture Day (AM)
Oct 25 – SAGE/LIFT In-Services for Teachers
(No classes for students)
Oct 30 – Progress Reports for all students
Oct 31 – Halloween Day

All other participants received a pencil and
bookmark. Congratulations Everyone!!
Once again I would like to thank you for supporting
this literary fundraiser. Your support of this event is
key to our obtaining new resources for our library
and school. But most of all, thank you for believing
in books and the importance reading has for your
child’s future!

Welcome to all our new students and to our
returning students as well! Welcome to Miss
Kendell Caumartin in the Grades 2/3 Classroom!
Library classes are scheduled for the Pre-School to
Grade 8s. High School students are welcome to
come to the library between 8:30 to 8:50, 12:301:00 and during their breaks and other times at
their teachers’ requests. The schedule is as follows:
Pre-School – every Thursday
Kindergarten & Grade 1 – Days 1, 3 & 5
(Alternating days between Ks and 1s)
Grades 2 & 3 (Miss Caumartin’s class) – Days 2, 4 &
6 (Alternating days between 2s and 3s)
Grade 3 (Mrs. Buchanan’s class) – Day 3
Grade 4 – Day 5 & Grades 3 & 4 I Pick – Day 1
Grades 5 & 6 – Day 6
Grade 7 – Day 2 & Grade 8 – Day 4
Thank you to everyone who came out to support
our September 2019 Scholastic Book Fair! It was
held in the Alonsa School Library from September
17-20. We sold $1614.50 at the Book Fair
($1614.50 minus the GST = Net Sales of $1501.48)
We earned back 50% in profits which is $750.74 in
books for our school Library!
We held our Parent Event on September 17 during
our Meet the Teacher Event/Open House. The
winner of our Parent Event Draw was Olivia from
the Pre-School Classroom! She won $25.00 in
books for herself and $25.00 in books for her
classroom! Congratulations Olivia!!
The winners of our classroom contests were:
Pre-School – All who participated receive a prize
Kindergarten – Gannon Grade 1 – Roman
Grade 2 – Leaben Miss C’s Grade 3 – Kiara
Mrs. B’s Grade 3 – Christa Shaye
Grade 4 – Rocky
Grade 5 – Jade
Grade 6 – Nathan
Grade 7 – Caitlyn
Grade 8 – Christina

Parents and guardians, please feel free to contact
me at any time at 204-767-2168 or via email at
banderson@trsd.ca with any questions about the
library schedule, book circulation procedures or
any concerns you may have. Enjoy the Fall
everyone, have a great month!
- Mrs. Barbara Anderson 

LIFETOUCH

PICTURE DAY
will be held on Thursday, October 24
beginning at 9 AM and will be finished
by 12 PM. Please be on time!

Alonsa School Yearbook
Calling for photos from the 2019-2020 school year
for the upcoming yearbook! Email them to:
alonsaschoolyearbook@trsd.ca . Please include
event where photos were taken and names if
possible. Thank you to Ms. Doran taking on the
Yearbook Advisor position this year and thank you
for your help!

News from the Grades 3 & 4 Room
There are 15 students in Mrs. Buchanan’s
Grades 3/4 classroom this year. We have been
working hard on building routines in math and
ELA this month. In math we have been learning
about telling time by playing games, using
technology, and working with Mrs. Asham or Mrs.
Buchanan in our Jump Math workbooks at the
teacher table. The grades 3/4 class has done
an excellent job building up their reading stamina
in September. They are now able to stay focused
and on task reading independently for 20
minutes! While students are reading, some
students have been completing reading
assessments with Mrs. Buchanan as well as
working in small groups learning the routines of
Daily 5 including Read to Someone, Listen to
Reading, and Work on Writing. Our Word Work
(Spelling) should start the week of September
30th.
In Social Studies we have learned about the
rights and responsibilities of Canadian citizens.
Students have contributed some beautifully
illustrated books of our national anthem to the
classroom library.
We have enjoyed being outside and studying
plants during science class. We have studied,
illustrated, and labeled the parts of plants using
real specimens we collected around our school
grounds. We have a great collection of examples
of seeds to study from plants and flowers that
have produced seeds around our school grounds.

-Mrs. Amy Buchannan

What: Grad 2020 Meeting
When: Wednesday, October 2nd
Where: Alonsa School
Time: 6:00pm
All Parents/Guardians and 2020
Graduates are asked to attend

Classroom 8
Revelations

News from Miss Doran

Mrs. Grimstead is BACK!
I’m teaching ELA 40S,
ELA 30S, ELA 20F, and ELA 10F along with
History 30F, Gr 7/8 Social Studies, and
Gr. 7 Home Ec.
I’m looking forward to an awesome year
with all students. Students are already in
full swing with class assignments,
evaluation work and balancing it all with
extracurricular activities. Daily work is
important for the preparation for final
evaluation assignments and I can’t stress
enough that any work not finished or done
in class is homework that must be done in
preparation for class discussion the next
day. Daily work is the foundation for final
evaluation work. Please monitor your
child in keeping up with due dates,
homework, and studying for tests.
Gr. 11 /12s are “ENJOYING” (right Gr 11/12s?)
Essay Writing fundamentals. Currently, they
are working on re-vamping their essay on
Memes and Stereotypes. Gr. 11/12s created
their own personality memes which are funny
and entertaining to view.
Gr. 10s have just finished their study of
Memoirs and are writing their own memoir
excerpts. I’m looking forward to reading them.
Gr. 9s are currently working on readings of
short non-fiction texts and writing quality
responses with evidence citing.
In Gr. 7/8 SS the students are working on
creating their own Archeological Site Maps
and Artifact Mystery Items.
Gr. 7 Home Ec has consisted of doing
individual “Recipe of Me” recipes which have
some intriguing ingredients plus posters on
Food Safety.
Wishing you all a “Fantabulous” new upcoming
school month!

- Mrs. D. Grimstead

Welcome back to everyone! We have gotten off
to a good start for our busy year. This school
year will see Science 20, Grade 8 Math,
Geography 20, Math 10, Visual Art, Family
Studies, and Home Ec. offered out of this
classroom. All courses have gotten off to a good
start. In Science, we have started looking at
ecosystems. This unit will continue through until
early November, when we will switch to our
chemistry unit. Grade 8 math has started with
integers and will be transitioning to fractions
early in October. Geography has us starting off
the year by looking at map projections and why
maps are important. October will be looking at
maps in a more in depth way. In Math 10, we
have started by doing lots of review work in
addition to working with rational numbers.
Home Ec. has had a lot of brainstorming and we
will be focusing our cooking and studies on
healthy cooking while on a budget. We will
transition to sewing later in the year. Our art
class is going to have lots of fun this year
exploring visual communication. Finally, Family
Studies is starting off by getting students to learn
about themselves, and their personalities.
I am also looking forward to looking after the
2019/2020 yearbook. Any parents, guardians, or
students who take pictures are invited to pass
them on to me through email:
(alonsaschoolyearbook@trsd.ca)
Please include the event where photos were
taken. I will be asking students to help me put
the yearbook together later in the year. I am
excited for another great year at Alonsa School!
- Miss Sarah Doran

Spirit Week!
Monday, October 28 – Pajama Day
Tuesday, October 29 – Goth Day
Wednesday, October 30 – Favorite Horror
Movie Character
Thursday, October 31 – Halloween!
Wear Your Costume
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Welcome back.....
WELCOME

Watch for many of our
favorite programs to
return as well as a few
new ones!

DO YOU REMEMBER? DID YOU KNOW?

Alonsa Community School is lucky to be
designated a Community School by the
Province of Manitoba. With this designation
comes the opportunity for our school to help
support our students along with their families.
Some of things available are; daily free
breakfast, once a week free lunch, evening
programming, in school programming,
emergency lunch etc. As Community
Connector I am available to help bridge any
gaps between home and the school, help
families find resources/supports, as well as
work as an advocate for our students and their
families. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
the school phone number or at my email. If I
am unable to help you, I will make every effort
to put you in contact with someone that can.

ATTENDANCE

If your child is absent and the school has not
received word as to why, you can expect a
phone call or text message from me to find out
the reason your child is absent. This is done as
a safety protocol as well as to allow for homeschool connection.

REMEMBER:
Free Breakfast-Daily
Free Hot Lunch- once a week
(watch for order form)
Volleyball Night- 7pm-8pm Wed.
(announcements will be made if
there is a change of day or time)
You can always reach me at
(204)767-2168 or
agurke@trsd.ca
Amanda Gurke
Community Connector

204-767-2168
www.alonsaschool.ca
Sun

6

Mon

7

Day 5

Tue

14

20

21

Day 2

28

Day 6

Day 2

3

Day 3

4

Day 4

5

8

Day 6

9

Day 1

10

Day 2

11

Day 3

12

Day 1

19

Zone Soccer at
Swan River
(6:30AM - 6 PM)

Day 4

16

Day 5

17

Day 6

18

23

Day 4

24

Day 5

25

Sr. Volleyball
at Ste. Rose
(3:30 PM)

22

Day 3

29

Day 1

30

Day 2

31

Day 3

PD
SAGE /LIFT

No Classes

November 1
PD

Pajama Day

Sat

2

School
Pictures
(9 AM-12 PM)

27

Fri

Day 1

15

School Closed

Thu

1

Sr. Volleyball
at McCreary
(3:30 PM)

13

Wed

Goth Day

-Favorite Horror
Movie Character
-Divisional Sr.
Volleyball at
McCreary & Ste.
Rose (All Day)

Happy
Halloween!
Wear your
Costume

No Classes

26

