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Principal’s Message
October Greetings from Alonsa School.
It’s nice to see that the nice weather his still
holding on this fall. After the frost last night
and the earlier one last week, these days of sun
and warm temperatures mean less days of snow
and cold.
The 6 period day is the same as last year.
Periods 1, 2, 3 and 4 are 45 to 50 minute classes
that go the entire year. Periods 5 and 6 are 72
minute classes that run for only the semester.
The schedule has a new rotation for the morning
classes. Only period one is the same every day.
Periods 2 to 4 cycle to be different time period
each day. Periods 5 and 6 in the afternoons
alternate between days so that the same class is
not always at the end of the day. Overall, these
changes will result in fewer exams written at the
end of January and so fewer exam days will be
needed for the exam schedule, but there will be
more exams written at years end.
The timetable was switched periods 2 to 4 at
the request of some parents and students to
move away from the same timetable every day.
This is a trial year to determine whether the
timetable will remain this way next school year.

In addition to the changes in timetable, there
will be a request for input regarding the
Woodworking and Automotive programs.
Currently the timetables schedules around the
Wood Working program so that all students
attend and no classes are missed due to
attending this class. On the other hand, we do
not schedule around the automotive class and
only a few students go which requires that they
are pulled away and miss regularly scheduled
classes. We cannot schedule around both
courses so a decision will have to be made to
either keep both classes as they currently are
scheduled or to make both classes pull out
classes.
The elementary classes are rearranged this
year. We have a K/1, Grade 2, Grades 3/4,
Grades 5/6, and Grades 7/8. The Grades 7/8
are under the high school timetable of rotation
of classes. Their courses run all year but they
will not have final exams. Their marks will be
based upon classwork performances.
On September 18 there was a meet the staff
night. Staff was joined by students and parents
for hotdogs, chats and shopping for books at the
book fair. We at the school say thank you to the
parents and community members who came out
and to the students who have helped to prepare
for the evening.
For those who are not familiar with the school staff
we have had some changes to staffing for this school
year. Mrs. Asham is the Resource Teacher and Head
Teacher, Mrs. Gingras and Mrs. Zalluski are looking
after Kindergarten & Gr. 1, Ms. Langan is Gr. 2, Mrs.
Buchanan is Grades 3 & 4, Ms. Stebeleski is Grades 5
& 6, Ms. Caruk is Grade 7, Mr. Wright is Grade 8,
Mr. Dupasquier is Grades 9 & 10, Ms. Sadler is
Grade 11 and Mr. Reimer is Grade 12.
Dates to Note:
Oct 9 – Thanksgiving - School Closed
Oct 20 - SAGE/ LIFT In-Services – No School
Oct 28-- Progress Reports for all students
Oct 30 to Nov 3 – Spirit Week
Oct 31 - Halloween Day
Nov 2—Picture Day

Grade Two Class
The Grade 2 class is currently learning about
nutrition and Canada’s food guide in science and
health this month. As part of our health unit we
helped harvest our school community garden. We
are also learning about classroom citizenship and
about our community in Social Studies. Next
month we will be continuing our unit in Social
studies on Community and will be learning about
the classifications and growth and changes in
animals in Science.

- Ms. Langan

Alonsa School Volleyball
Mr. Wright and Mrs. Buchanan are happy to
report that there are both senior boys and girls
volleyball teams representing Alonsa School this
year. They have been practicing Monday’s,
Wednesday’s, and Friday’s. Both teams put
forth a great effort in their first games against
Ste. Rose. They meet Glenella after school on
October 2nd in Glenella, McCreary October 10th
in McCreary, and home games on October 18th,
24th, and 26th. The senior girls will also be
playing in a tournament in McCreary on Saturday,
October 21st. Senior divisionals for both boys
and girls will be Thursday, November 2nd.
The junior boys and girls will begin practicing
the first week of October. Their practices will
be held Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at 12:25pm.
Look for more information on their schedule and
games in the November newsletter!

Kindergarten/Grade One
Kindergartens and Grade Ones have started the
year off strong this year! We have been
learning All about Me, Fall, Leaves and Trees.
We have started a Buddy reading program with
the Grade 7/8 class and will be spending time
once a month reading together. Every month we
will interview two of our students and share
their answers here.
What’s your name: “Kiara”
What’s your favorite food? “ My favorite food
is chicken.”

What is your favorite colour? “Just one
colour? I like pink and purple.”
How old are you? “six!”
What do you want to be when you grow up? “
a teacher”
What’s your favorite thing about school? “My
favorite thing is to paint.”
What’s your name: “Melvi”
What’s your favorite food? “ My favorite food
is cheese because that’s what my Dad always
gives me.”
What is your favorite colour? “Green, because
it makes me run so fast, and also blue.”
How old are you? “I’m six”
What do you want to be when you grow up? “
I want to be a cop.”
What’s your favorite thing about school?
“Playing outside and in the Nursery room. I also
love doing a lot of work”

- Mrs. Gingras

Grades 3/4 Classroom News
The Grades 3 and 4 students have had a busy
month learning new routines and procedures in
the classroom. We have introduced flexible
seating during many of our worktimes in the
classroom. Students are able to choose a
comfortable seat in the classroom that works
for them. We have wobble stools, bouncy balls
as chairs, comfy chairs, floor cushions, and yoga
mats for students to work from. Students spent
September getting used to new seating options
and finding where helps them do their work
best. We have practiced flexible seating mostly
during our Daily 5 ELA. During this time
students also have choice in their task, choosing
either Read to Self, Read to Someone, Word
Work, Work on Writing, or Listen to Reading. It
is helping build students’ stamina on task and
independence in their work. The students have
already shared some interesting writing pieces
with the class.

– Mrs. Buchannan

