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Principal’s Message
The end of 2021 is quickly approaching,
and our school year still looks a little
different. In November we held our
Remembrance Day Service over the PA
system and Parent’s Day was also virtual
again. Thank you to parents that
participated in the interviews either over
the phone or online.
Christmas holidays are coming quickly. This
year our Christmas concert will be virtual.
Classes will perform and it will be recorded
and played on our Facebook page on
December 16th. Christmas break will be
from Thursday December 23rd- Wednesday
January 5th. If you are planning on
travelling over the Christmas holidays, play
pay attention to the Manitoba Health
Guidelines for travel.
th

On December 17 we will be hosting our
annual Christmas Dinner and on
December 22nd we will be having our
‘Breakfast with Santa’. Both of these
events will be following Manitoba Public
Health Guidelines and students will be
served individually in their classrooms.

Winter has arrived this year as we have
already had days with no busses. Busses
will not run if the division feels that it is
unsafe for them to be on the highway. Bus
drivers will phone all their passengers if the
busses will not be running that day or
check out the division website for any
information. When busses are cancelled,
they will not run for the remainder of the
day. If you chose to bring your child to
school, you are required to pick them up
at 3:30
A reminder, there will be no canteen
available to students on Wednesdays. A
request for families to please keep
snacks/treats containing any type of nuts
at home.
I hope everyone has a safe and healthy
holiday. We look forward to a great
month!
Nathan Dmytriw

Dates to Remember:
Dec 16 – Virtual Christmas Concert (Via
Facebook Page)
Dec 16-22 – Christmas Spirit Week
Dec 17 – Staff and Student Christmas
Dinner
Dec 22- Breakfast with Santa
Dec 23 – First Day of Christmas Break
Jan 6 – First Day of classes in 2022

Parents must RSVP for games 2
days in advance as there are
only 10 spectator seats, Thank
you.

News from Grade K/1

News from the Grade 4/5 Room

We have been very busy in our
classroom. Kindergartners
continue to study a letter each
week; we read stories and
completed activities that will help
us learn the alphabet letter name
and sound.
We continue to practice writing
our name each morning and
learning the letters in our name.
Kindergartners have been learning
to count objects 1-5 and learning
to recognize the numbers. We
have also been learning the 2D
shapes and how to identify them.
Grade 1’s have been working hard
in phonics, we are starting to read
and sound our short vowel ‘A’
words. They have also been
reviewing numbers and learning
the concepts of counting up from
a given number.

Christmas is fast approaching and
the 4/5 class is preparing for our
virtual concert.

We are very excited about
Christmas and the Christmas
Holidays. We have some fun
activities planned throughout the
month! Topics that we will be
discussing in December will be
Christmas and our family
traditions which is part of our
Social Studies curriculum.

Ms. Kyla Janz

Mrs. Wendy Zalluski

We have had a good month. We
have been improving our writing
skills and as always are constantly
learning in Math. We’ve been
working on fractions and decimals
and 12/12=1 whole wonderful
class! In Social Studies, we learned
about the Red River Resistance
and the beginning of Manitoba.
We are now starting on the Gold
Rush. We made beautiful angels
and snowflakes in our art classes
and we’re looking forward to
sparkly Christmas/winter projects.
The weather has been nice and we
have been enjoying our winter so
far.

Alonsa School Library is giving
away VHS movies. If your child
would like to take any home, they
are in the Library.

Mr. Nogaj’s 5 and 6’s
Winter has finally arrived, but in the grade
5/6 classroom it was a very busy month
during which several important events took
place. The most important was class
elections, during when students voted for
Class President. Students prepared
speeches and posters that highlighted their
main ideas of the program. Competition
was very strong with seven candidates
being nominated to run for office! No one
got a majority vote in the first round, so the
two candidates with the highest number of
votes (Ella and Maddison) advanced to the
second round. The winner in the second
round received 10 votes compared to the
runner up with 5 votes. The new elected
president for Term 2 was announced and
the successful candidate was Maddison!
Congratulations Madam President!
The first task of the president was to plan
for the upcoming Christmas Concert in midDecember. The whole class is working hard!
Students completed their first term and
report cards were sent home. Meetings
with parents went very well and we look
forward to Term 2.
In ELA we finished the book ‘The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas’ and are now reading
‘Allies’ by Alan Gratz. We linked this book
with the previous one as both deal with
World War II, but from different
perspectives.
In Social Studies, students completed
Chapter 2 in their Textbook titled ‘Manitoba
Becomes a Province’ and wrote the test.
They also completed their third Province

Project. Students investigated and
researched the Province of New Brunswick.
The Project created by Jaxson and Rocky
won the contest and will be hung in our
classroom.
In Math, Students in grade 5 finished
converting and comparing fractions and
decimals and are now focusing on rounding,
adding and subtracting decimals. Grade 6
students finished mixed numbers, improper
fractions, ratios and percentages with
current focus on multiples, factors,
composite and prime numbers.

This month the grade 3 students started reading the novel Holes, the author is
Louis Sachar. So far the students are very interested in the novel. Since this is
our first novel study, I have been reading the novel to them. In math we have
finished off our unit of patterns and we started learning about place value. The
students are catching on very quickly. We started out first unit in science and
we are learning about the growing and changes in plants. Each student planted
a bean in a bag and we have been documenting the changes that have been
happening to the bean. In November with open arms we have welcomed a new
student to our classroom. Welcoming to our grade 3 classroom is Blake
Beaulieu. The students and I were thrilled to have Blake join our room.

French furniture, the verb ‘avoir’, and
rooms in a house. In music, we have been

News from Ms. Doran
The month of November has flown by!
Students have gotten a lot accomplished
since the last newsletter went out. In Math
10F, we have been working with
polynomials. We just wrapped up adding
and subtracting polynomials, and we will
spend December learning how to multiply
and divide with polynomials.
At the beginning of November, we wrapped
up our science unit on Cells and Systems.
We have spent the last few weeks learning
about ancient Egypt. Students have had
many, (and I mean many) questions about
this interesting ancient civilization! The goal
is to wrap up this unit by early December
and spend the rest of the month looking at
the unit on Optics in science.
In Grade 7 math, students worked
incredibly hard on adding and subtracting
fractions. I am very proud of the time and
effort that they put into understanding this
difficult concept! We are moving onto
integers and linerar equations through
December. Grade 8’s have also been
working on linear equations. Through
December, Grade 8’s will be working on
understanding how to solve for a variable
with a variety of equations.
Art has been based around ancient Egypt
lately, but we will be looking at Christmas
themed art shortly. Students have used
heiroglyphics in their Egyptian themed art
projects. These projects have turned out
really well! In French , students looked at

looking at groups of instruments as a lead
into some of the earliest known
instruments.
As the winter break is fast approaching, I
would like to wish everyone a fantasic
holiday!

NEWS FROM MR. SCHWARZ
Hello everyone. In Physical Education the
older students started a unit in basketball.
We have been working of the fundamentals
of dribbling, passing, and shooting, as well
as playing games like ’21’ and a new game
called ‘tips’. The younger students are
working on the tag games, and practicing
hopping, skipping and galloping.
In Lifeworks, students are improving and
updating their cover letters and resumes.
For grade 5/6 Science, we ended our solar
system unit, and began an electricity unit
where we will be doing some experiments
with electricity.
In Art we worked on some winter projects
as well as building props for our Christmas
Concert this year.
In school sports; the Seniors have ended
volleyball season and started practicing for
basketball. The Juniors will have their
volleyball season come to an end on
December 1st.

Room 9 News by Mr. Reimer
Over the past few weeks the Grade 10
Essentials Math 20S students have studied
Transformations 1, Personal Finance 2,
Consumer Decisions 2 and Measurement
2a.
In the Grade 10 Applied/Pre-calculus Math
20S course students have been studying
Unit 2: Algebra Number-Polynomials. We
began Unit 3: Relations and Functions,
where students have been learning about
Linear Relations and Functions.
We completed the Trigonometry Unit and
Unit on Precision Measurement in Grade 12
Essential Math. We recently started the
probability Unit
In the Grade 12 Applied Math class we
completed the Unit on Functions and the
Unit on Sinusoidal Functions. Students are
currently learning about Probability Unit 2:
Biopsychology Theme and Unit 3:
Developmental Psychology were completed
this month. Students are beginning Unit 4
Cognitive Psychology.
In biology 40S, students have completed
Unit 2: Mechanisms of Inheritance and will
soon be completing Unit 3: Evolutionary
Theory and Biodiversity. They then will be
learning Unit 4: organizing Biodiversity.
Mrs. G’s Room 8
ELA 40S students are working hard at the
dreaded essay writing assignments for The
Crucible and comparing the movie version
with the play. Unfortunately, live theatre is
not an option that the Gr. 12’s have had as
an experience; but I know that the play on

stage would win hands down! I’m sure that
former students of Alonsa, Kinosota, and
Amaranth area (and who are now parents
themselves) remember the wonderful live
MTC Theatre performances in Winnipeg we
attended. It’s an experience that stays with
you forever. Gr. 12’s will be studying the
narrative poem “Half-Hanged Mary” by
Margaret Atwood (author of the
Handmaid’s Tale) and delving into figurative
devices and terms analysis. “Half-Hanged
Mary” was written based on the true story
of Mary Webster who was one of Margaret
Atwood’s ancestors and endured the Salem
Witch Trials in 1692 and lived to tell about
it.
ELA10F/20F are also working diligently at
essay writing assignments along with
completing the Short Story Unit. Along with
RIT 10S students are well into their
Independent Reading novel choices with
some students managing to have read 5/6
books and probably will surpass their
reading goals by mid-January Awesome!
A BIG shout out to parent Nicole Mousseau
for supplying us with a bundle of books for
our Room 8 Classroom Library. It is
appreciated when parents take the time to
support our requests. Anyone wanting to
donate books for our high school classroom
library can do so at any time. Visual Arts 30S
are finishing up the Elements of Art and
moving on to Principles of Design and major
evaluation pieces.
If you have any concerns or questions
please know you can contact me at
dgrimstead@trsd.ca. November certainly
has sped by and December is among us.
Stay Healthy. Stay Safe.

Mrs. D. Grimstead

then a ‘Book Report’. Next will be ‘Fact or
Opinion’, ‘Alphabetical Order’, and then
‘Dictionary Skills’.
I plan to have special activities during
Christmas Spirit Week such as a Library
Scavenger hunt!
We wish all the communities a safe and
healthy Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Mrs. Trotter
Parkland Regional Library offers an excellent
variety of e-resources, in addition to our
regular collection. Our most recent service
addition are e-Magazines through the Libby
app. Enjoy!

News from Alonsa School Library
First, the students want to say a big thank
you to those who have ordered through the
Scholastic Reading Club. We have many new
titles to choose from! Some favorites are:
There Was an Old Lady Who…; Pig the Pug,
Bad Guys; The Baby-Sitters Club; Diary of a
Wimpy Kid; Pokémon, Captain Underpants
and several novels for our high school
students.
In library class students have started a series
of worksheets to develop understanding of
some library terms. The first was ‘The Cover
of a Fiction Book’ and

Alonsa Recreational Complex Update
After almost 2 years with the doors closed
we are happy to announce that we will be
fully operating sometime in January 2022!
(weather permitting)
Please expect some changes when using our
facility, this year we will be running 2-3
nights per week which allows for open
skating, open hockey and even some open
curling opportunities.
Stay informed...Follow us on Facebook
Alonsa Rec Complex
Updates coming this month!!!

Turtle River School Division
Beverly Szymesko
Superintendent of Schools

Shannon Desjardins
Secretary Treasurer

New School Extra-Curricular Sports Rules Coming into Effect

November 25, 2021

Dear Parents, Guardians & Caregivers;
Earlier this month, Manitoba Public Health has shared the following information around ExtraCurricular Sports Participation Rules for vaccine eligible children in Manitoba, more
specifically, all students ages 12 and up.
Beginning December 6, 2021, ALL students aged 12 and over must provide proof that they
are vaccinated or provide a negative rapid antigen test every 72 hours to their school
principal in order to be eligible to participate in school extracurricular sports. Please note
that this will not affect your child’s regular Physical Education classes as they are part of the
curriculum and not included as part of this health order. As a result of this announcement,
Turtle River School Division will be putting in procedures at the school level in order to meet the
requirements for our students to participate in indoor extracurricular sports, including practices,
games, and intramurals.
New Health Order from Manitoba Education:
In an effort to slow the rising transmission of COVID-19 in our communities, the current public
health orders will be changing in regards to indoor sports and recreation as follows:
“Starting on December 6, 2021, all students who are eligible to be vaccinated must provide
proof of vaccination to participate in indoor extra-curricular sports or show proof of a recent
negative rapid antigen test. The negative test needs to come from a participating pharmacy and
be confirmed by a pharmacist, not a provincial testing site. Students with one dose will be
permitted to participate without testing. Students will not require proof of vaccination to
participate in physical education, as this is part of the school curriculum.”

“Learning today for tomorrow”

Over the coming days, Turtle River School Division school principals will begin to verify and
only record confirmation indicating that they have verified the vaccination status of students who
wish to share their status with the school in order to participate in school sports as of December
6, 2021.








Providing proof of vaccination to the school principal is voluntary and optional.
Students who choose to share their status will be recorded as a "Y".
(Yes, able to participate in extra-curricular indoor sports)
All documentation collected will be kept confidential and secure as required under the
Public Health Information Act and strictly be used for only this intended purpose.
No record will be collected for those students/families who choose not to share their
vaccination status.
Unvaccinated students who choose to share a pharmacist confirmed negative rapid
antigen test result must provide that information to their school principal prior to each
practice, game, etc... The test results must be confirmed by a pharmacist and dated a
maximum of 72 hours prior to each practice, bus departure, or game time.
Intramurals/Open-Gyms are considered extra-curricular.

Acceptable forms of proof of vaccination:
• Manitoba or Pan Canadian Immunization Card (digital or physical) (QR Code), or
• A secure printed provincial immunization record from either public health or the Shared Health
online portal that shows immunization date(s),
Should you require more information or have any questions, please contact your local school
principal.

“Learning today for tomorrow”

PRE-SCHOOL REGISTRATION

TURTLE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION BOX 309, McCREARY, MB R0J 1B0

DEAR PARENTS AND RESIDENTS OF TURTLE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION:

F

M/F

JAN 6/89

BIRTHDATE

ALONSA

ADDRESS

701-1122

PHONE

ANN

MOTHER

BILL

FATHER

FORM P-16-I

J. BLACK

BUS DRIVER

N.E. 10-14-14

RESIDENCE
TOWN OR LAND

The Turtle River School Division is updating its records so that the Division can plan for future programs. The Division is requesting that
you list all your pre-school children in Section I. If you are aware of any new families who have pre-school children in the Division, list their
names on this form in Section II, or pass a copy of this form to them.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
Bev Szymesko
Superintendent of Schools
SECTION I
EX. SMITH, SUSAN

NAME OF CHILD

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

M/F

BIRTHDATE

ADDRESS

PHONE

MOTHER

FATHER

To my knowledge, the following Turtle River School Division residents have pre-school children but do not have older children in the school
system. Fill out only sections to which you have knowledge, the school will follow up on additional information.
SECTION II
NAME OF CHILD

Please submit to Alonsa School by December 15, 2021

You may email a copy to banderson@trsd.ca or phone 204-767-2168 with information.

D ECEMBER 2021
ALONSA SCHOOL

204-767-2168

Email: alonsaschool@trsd.ca

WWW.ALONSASCHOOL.CA

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Day 1

Thursday
2

Day 2

Friday

Saturday

3

Day 3

4

10

Day 2

11

Gr 9-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 11/12
Automotive
(PM-Glenella)

5

6

Day 4

7

Day 5

8

Day 6

9

Day 1

Gr 10-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 8-Automotive
(PM-Glenella)
Gr 7-Woods
(PM-McCreary)

12

13

Day 3

Gr 9-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 11/12
Automotive
(PM-Glenella)

14

Day 4

15

Day 5

16

Day 6

17

Day 1

18

C HRISTMAS S PIRIT W EEK
D ECEMBER 16-22

Gr 10-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 8-Automotive
(PM-Glenella)

19

20

Day 2

21

Day 3

C HRISTMAS S PIRIT W EEK
D ECEMBER 16-22

27

22

Day 4

23

28

24

29

C HRISTMAS
B REAK
30

31

C HRISTMAS B REAK - S CHOOL C LOSED
D ECEMBER 23 - J ANUARY 5, 2021
Boxing
Day

F IRST

25

Santa Breakfast
Gr 10-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 8-Automotive
(PM-Glenella)
Gr 7-Woods

Gr 9-Woods
(AM-McCreary)
Gr 11/12
Automotive
(PM-Glenella)

26

Staff & Student
Christmas Dinner

DAY IN THE NEW YEAR IS

T HURSDAY , J ANUARY 6, 2022!

“Making a Difference Through Empowerment”

Merry
Christmas!

