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Greetings from Alonsa School!  
 
It’s satisfying to see that the nicer weather still 
holding on this fall allowing students, staff and 
parents to adjust to the new protocols for the return 
to school. The early frost was a change from the 
earlier warmth. The forecast calls for early winter 
with lots of snow. Keep the fingers crossed that the 
snow stays away.   
 
During this time, it is important that parents and 
community members know how the public health 
regulations have affected the school operating  

a) Any person coming to the school is to come to  
the south doors and use the doorbell. 

b) Before entering the school, visitors will be 
asked the screening tool questions about 
symptoms and exposure to the virus. 

c) All visitors are to sign in at the office with the 
date and time, must wear a mask and 
maintain a 2-meter distance. 

d) If visitors have any of the COVID-19 
symptoms they will not gain access to the 
school. 

e) Visitors to the building are to use the hand 
sanitizer located at the entrance of the school. 

 
As a reminder, any current or past student who is not 
registered in this school is to register for home 
schooling. Home schooling is available through the 
Manitoba Department of Education. The school will 
not be providing homework packages to students 

who are not registered or who do not have a self or 
family medical issue that prevents their attendance.  
 
As a reminder, our procedure when students are 
absent from school. If the student absent from school 
has had communication with the school and the 
school is aware of the reason for the absence no 
further action is required. If the student is absent and 
the school is not aware of why then Mrs. Gurke will 
phone the home. 
 
The time table of both elementary and high school 
students has be adjusted due to the pandemic. The 
Grades K to 6 students are located in the west end 
of the school. The Grades 7 to 12 students are 
located at the east end of the school. Each group is 
considered to be a separate cohort so there is not 
intermingling of students. Their homeroom teachers 
conduct elementary Physical Education classes. As of 
now, there is no gym use so all classes are held 
outside on the playground. Students have staggered 
recess and eat lunch in their homerooms. Hand 
sanitizing/washing occurs anytime a student enters 
the building from outside.  
 
There is a new bell schedule to reflect the new time. 
The bells are guidelines for the end of class. 
Teachers schedule the end of classes so that 
bathroom use and hand sanitizing can be completed 
with a minimal congestion of students.  
 
The Grades 7/8 students are located in the high 
school end and have a rotation of teachers for some 
subjects.   
  
As of now there is no Meet the Staff night scheduled 
or interschool sports competitions. 
 

Sept 30 – Progress Reports for all students in  
     Kindergarten – Grade 12 
Oct 12 – Thanksgiving – No Classes – School Closed 
Oct 22 – Picture Day  
Oct 23 – SAGE/LIFT In-Services for Teachers  

   (No classes for students) 
Oct 31 – Halloween Day 
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News From Grade 4A 
Our Grade 4 journey has begun with an 

exciting first couple weeks. I hope that 

everyone had a great summer and are 

settling back into a school routine. I am 

very enthusiastic and eager to be a new 

member of the Alonsa School staff, and 

even more so to be teaching Grade 4!  

 

Our class has been getting comfortable 

with our new routines and getting to know 

each other more each day. In grade 4 we 

like to think of our class as a family. When a 

class member enters our room, they are 

instantly loved and welcomed into a safe 

and happy learning space. This year we 

are expected to have a total of 10 

students in our class, and are lucky enough 

to have Mrs. Barb Schultz in our room full 

time as our educational assistant! 

 

Our learning goals for September are 

focused on: 

ELA (reading and finding books of interest, 

spelling, writing, and grammar). 

Math (place value unit and representing 

whole numbers to 10 000). 

Social Studies (mapping and geography of 

Canada).  

Phys. Ed. (soccer and outdoor games). 

Art (fall grid piece and colouring with 

texture).  

 

A gentle reminder to log-in to your 

ClassDojo account to contact me with 

instant messages, view student work, and 

assignments. You may also contact me 

through email sjohnson@trsd.ca or by 

phone, at the school (204)767-2168. 

 

Looking forward to a great rest of the year! 

 

Miss Shaylyn Johnson 

Grade 4A Teacher 

Alonsa School 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

to a very special lady,  

Yvonne Anderson, on your 

retirement!   

We will miss you, but wish you 

all the best!! 
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Grade 7/8 News! 
Welcome back!  We are excited to see each other 
after a long time apart!  We have come back to 
school to new rules and expectations.  However, 
we are all adjusting well!  In addition to learning 
these new rules and expectations, we have been 
busy reviewing and learning new content.   
 

English Language Arts 
We have started this year with some 
introductory to reading comprehension and the 
writing process as a review from previous 
grades.  This will help set the tone for our year.  
Students also have been given access to an online 
reading and writing program through Kids A-Z, 
which can be done from school or home.   
 

Math 
We are very lucky to have two teachers, Miss 
Doran and Mrs. Asham, in math class to enable 
us to teach two different curriculums.  While one 
grade receives their lesson from Miss Doran, the 
other grade is working on their “Spiral Math” 
with Mrs. Asham which is a review of previously 
taught material.  As the year progresses, the 
Spiral Math will give students an opportunity to 
review a chapter from earlier in the year.  We are 
following the mRLC pacing guide which starts 
with Fractions, Decimals, and Percentages with 
the Grade 7s and Integers with the Grade 8s. 
 

Science 
In Science we have started looking at our 
Ecology unit. Students have begun to go through 
some of the important vocabulary that will play a 
large role in this unit. We are going to be 
focusing on food chains and food webs for the 
last two weeks of September, which is a topic 
that many students have some familiarity with.  
 

Social Studies 
In Social Studies, we have begun an introduction 
to geography. Our first chapter focused more in 
the history of geography, the shape of the earth, 
and some reasons why maps look like they do. 
Our second chapter focuses more on physical 
geography. We will begin using maps more often 
during class. These maps will be important as we 

look at the physical landscape and human 
population distribution around the world.  
 

Art 
Our year of art is starting off wonderfully. 
Students worked together to create an optical 
illusion based mural that is displayed at the back 
of the classroom. From there, students created a 
mosaic using coloured construction paper and 
glue. We will be moving into holiday themed art 
very shortly, so we can display it around the 
room for the season. Students are also 
encouraged to use time during art to get caught 
up on overdue work, or to work on recovery 
learning. French and music also take time during 
art. We are looking at basic French, focusing on 
some vocabulary that may be useful. Music is 
going to be theory based for the first few months 
of class.  

- Miss Sarah Doran & Mrs. Amanda Asham 
 

 



News from the Library 
Hello Everyone!  I am very happy to see everyone 

and be back at school!! 

 

This fall my library programming is quite 

different than previous years.  With COVID-19, 

we all must be flexible and open to change.  Our 

top priority is to keep our students and staff in 

the safest environment we can provide.  That 

being said, the library itself is closed for classes 

but library programming continues as I visit 

each class in Kindergarten to Grade 6 daily as I 

work within the K-6 cohort.   

 

Each grade has a specific daily library schedule, 

and I am working to find not only interesting 

stories, novels and literature to read with the 

students, but I also have made individual library 

activity bags for each student in Kindergarten to 

Grade 6.  Activity Bags and contents are for use 

by one student only and are stored either in their 

individual classroom tubs, desks, or lockers.  

Different activities are in the bags for different 

days of the week from Activity Booklets, fiction 

and non-fiction books for silent in-class reading, 

and educational games (so far BINGO 

cards/chips) for Fun Days.  I am searching for 

more ideas to add to the students’ bags, I have 

ordered more activities like lacing cards, rubbing 

plates and stencils.   

 

Most days start out as our usual library classes 

with me reading stories or a few chapters from 

their novels, then we do one of the activities 

from their Activity Bags.  Fun Days for each 

grade are once per week – Monday is for 5/6; 

Wednesdays are for both Grade 4 classes; and 

Fridays are for K/1 and 2/3.  Fun days are either 

game day or student’s own choice activity, which 

can be an activity they choose that is not from 

their choices in the Activity Bag.  Themes for  

K-3 for September were: ‘Back to School’, 

‘Autumn’, ‘Leaves changing colours’ & ‘Apples & 

Pumpkins’ & ‘Orange Shirt Day’.  

 

All students can request book using either a 

library book request form (K-6 can return it to 

me, 7-12 can give it to their homeroom teacher 

who can forward it to me), or by searching our 

library database using Edsembli Library Search, 

which is found on the homepage of our Alonsa 

School Website, and emailing me at 

banderson@trsd.ca.  Library books will be 

packaged in individual zipper bags and must stay 

at school for the time being.  Students are asked 

to sanitize their hands before opening the bag 

and also to sanitize after zipping the book back 

inside the bag.  Books must be stored inside the 

zippered bag and should not be shared between 

others. Books are to be returned to the Library 

Book Return House at the south entry area of 

the school, just outside of the Library. Upon 

return, books will be quarantined for an 

appropriate length of time and then the covers 

will be disinfected before going back into 

circulation. 

 

A quick reminder that there are still a few books out 

at home from the last school year.  Notices have 

been sent home with the students. Please try your 

best to help your child locate lost items.   

 

The September Book Fair from Scholastic has 

been cancelled at this time.  There is a possibility 

of a virtual book fair in the future.  I will also be 

sending home the monthly Scholastic Book Orders 

for anyone in K to 6 who is interested.  Ordering 

can be done by filling out the order form in the 

flyers and returning to me with payment OR the 

online option of ordering and paying online.  

IMPORTANT:  If you are ordering online, you 

must select “BARBARA ANDERSON” as your 

child’s teacher.  This is so the order notification 

is emailed to me so I can submit your order.  

Orders are not submitted automatically when 

you order online: You place the order, Scholastic 

sends me notification that an order was placed, 

and then I must submit it for completion.  

Delivery will come to me at the school for 

distribution to each student.  

 

Parents and guardians, please feel free to contact me 

at any time via email at banderson@trsd.ca with any 

questions about the library schedule, book circulation 

procedures or any concerns you may have.  Fall is my 

favorite time of year!  Enjoy it!!  Have a great month! 

- Mrs.  Barbara Anderson 
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