We are currently in the process of preparing
course options for next school year. In February,
there was a parent night offered to go over
course options. Students have been given sheets
to indicate courses that they would like to see
offered in the future. Once collected, the next
step is to determine which courses are requested
most frequently. Students select what they would
like to take from these courses available. The
last step will come in March when the timetable
will be prepared and students will select courses
that will make their individual timetables for
next school year. The timetable should be set
and finalized by April.
http://trsd32.mb.ca/Alonsa/Content/AboutUs.aspx

Greetings from Alonsa School!
We are coming up to the end of the first month
of the new semester and the second month of
this new year. It looks like winter is slowing
giving way to spring weather. However, we can
always expect a snowstorm or two before we
have to cut grass and swat mosquitoes.
As the weather is warming up and the snow
begins to melt, please ensure that students are
dressed appropriately for the changing weather
conditions. Boots and splash pants are needed
to replace the snow pants and winter wear.
With the beginning of February, the students in
the High School started their new afternoon
courses. The first week began on February 2.
Students have settled into their new courses and
are working towards the first reporting period in
March. It is only 3 more weeks and we will be
having Parent Teacher interviews on March 15th
and 16th.
Our sports teams are currently involved in
basketball and curling. Our students perform
well and demonstrate good sportsmanship when
involved in competition. We are proud of our
students in their efforts in extra-curricular
activities within our school and in other schools.

If any parents wish to discuss course selections
for high school students or to discuss Grade 8
student orientation into Grade 9 please contact
the school.
The book fair was run in the school library by
Mrs. Anderson. It started on February 21 and
ran until February 23.
- Mr. Vern McMichael

February 28 – Progress Reports for K – Grade 12
March 13 – Report Cards for K – Grade 8
March 15 – Parent-Teacher evening (5:00–8:00 PM)
March 16 – Parent-Teacher morning (9 AM-12PM)
- Admin (PM) No Classes for Students
March 26-30 – March Break–No Classes for Students
March 24-31 – Alonsa School Travel Club Trip
April 2 – First day of classes after Spring Break
- Kindergarten Orientation at 3:30 in the
K/1 Classroom

Daylight Saving Time
Begins March 11, 2018!

Wow! Where did February go? We have been so
busy this month with Ground hog day, 100 day,
Valentine’s Day, Camp fire reading, Olympics,
Manitoba Theatre Centre, (The Lion, The Witch and
the Wardrobe). We have had 4 guest readers for
the K-4 students for I LOVE TO READ. We had the
book fair, and Sarah had a birthday on the 22nd.
We went skating every Tuesday morning and
enjoyed skating to music and playing tag on the ice.

The Grade 2 class has recently finished celebrating
our 100th day of class and are looking forward to
the remaining days of school. We have been
keeping busy with all subjects. We are extremely
excited to do science experiments in the new science
units. We have also been enjoying the warm
weather and skating. With March right around the
corner, we are going to be busy; as this will be
another short month for us since St. Patrick’s Day and
spring break is coming up.
-Miss Selista Langan
Thank you for supporting the Library by purchasing
books at our Scholastic Book Fair!

Name: Shakira
Favorite food: Grapes and strawberries.
Favorite colour: Pink and green.
How old are you? Five!
What do you want to be when you grow up?
I wanna be a vet to help dogs and animals.
What’s your favorite thing about school?
Outside and then the toys in the nursery room.
Name: Sophia
Favorite food: Strawberries and oranges,
and apples, I like apples.
Favorite colour: Purple and black.
How old are you? Six!
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A police officer.
What’s your favorite thing about school?
That I get to play, and indoor recess.
Name: Leaben
Favorite food: Cereal and meat.
Favorite colour: Green!
How old are you? Five!
What do you want to be when you grow up?
A teacher for Grade Two.
What’s your favorite thing about school?
Playing outside at recess.
-Mrs. Tammy Gingras
& Mrs. Wendy Zalluski

At this book fair we earned 70% profit! (50%-because we sold over $1500; an additional 10% as
this is our second book fair of the year, and we
earned another 10% as we held it in February
which is “I Love to Read Month”. It has allowed me
to select several new books for everyone to share in
our Alonsa School Library! Thank you once again
for your amazing support! I hope everyone enjoys
their new books!
Our Family Event draw was won by Daxton from the
Grades 3/4 classroom! Daxton won $25 in books
for himself and $25 in books for his classroom!
Our classroom contest winners were:
Pre-School - All students received a prize;
K- Leaben; Grade 1 – Melvi; Grade 2 – Jaxson;
Grade 3 – Rosie; Grade 4 – Frank;
Grade 5 – Bailee; Grade 6 – Christina;
Grade 7 – Syrus; Grade 8 – Josie;
High School – Shannon.
Winners had their choice of a book or a poster from
the Book Fair. All participants also got to pick a
small prize of a pencil, eraser, or a bookmark from
the Book Fair.
Thanks again! Enjoy the Easter holiday and your
Spring Break!
-Mrs. Barbara Anderson, Librarian 

The Grades 3 and 4 classes have had a very active
February! Most of the class has been learning how
to cross country ski on Tuesday mornings and have
been twice on the Oak Ridge trail in Riding
Mountain National Park. Tuesday, February 27th we
will be trying a new ski trail on the lower portion of
the Bald Hill trail also in Riding Mountain National
Park. Friday afternoon’s we enjoy skating at the
Alonsa Arena. Friday, March 2nd will be our last
skating day.

Community Connector, a big thank you for applying
for what is sure to be a fun and educational
experience for our students. Parents of grades 3
and 4 students, please look for more information on
this trip in the coming weeks.
-Mrs. Amy Buchannan

All of our winter physical activity has fit in nicely
with our study of the 2018 Winter Olympics in
PyeongChang, South Korea. We have learned
about the history of the games, researched on each
sport and completed a daily medal tally; as well as
wrote biographies on some of Canada’s famous
Olympians. We enjoyed watching and learning
about sports that we are familiar with and also
many sports that were new to us. Canada had some
very enthusiastic cheering and Olympic followers in
Alonsa’s Grades 3 and 4 classroom!
We have enjoyed the many guest readers that have
come to read to us in celebration of I Love to Read
Month. Thank you to those that volunteered their
time to read to our students. This month we were
also entertained by a Manitoba Theatre for Young
People production of The Lion, The Witch, and The
Wardrobe. We continue to celebrate reading in
our classroom with our Daily 5 reading time and our
class read aloud of “A Wrinkle In Time” by
Madeleine L’Engle. This classic novel is has been
made into a movie that is soon to be released in
theatres so don’t be surprised if your child is asking
to go see it!
In March the Grades 3 and 4 students will be
travelling to Winnipeg to the Super Chef Academy.
The Super Chef Academy is a place where students
are taught healthy eating by getting them into the
kitchen and involved in their own fun, ageappropriate cooking projects. The opportunity to
participate in this program was awarded to only 18
schools in Manitoba. We owe Mrs. Gurke, our

The Alonsa School Travel Club members would like
to thank everyone who has supported our
fundraising efforts! The winner of the Valentine
Basket Raffle was Tammy Gingras, our Kindergarten
Teacher! Congratulations!
Our trip is only a few weeks away during Spring
Break! Thank you all once again for helping make
our trip to Vancouver a reality!
-Jordyn, Shelby, Hannah, Cole, Dylan, Braden,
Brooklyn, Mackenzie, Ty and Janelle

On February 12, 2018 the Alonsa Go-Getters did
their public speaking event. It was a good time.
Special thanks to Capp Transport for this Gold
sponsorship. Also thank you to our three judges—
Cindy Foster, Kim Grant, and Michael Brown. Last
thanks to all who came out and watched.
Here is what our topics were:
Clover Bud Speech
Nate Gurke – “Hockey Fun”
Clover Bud Visual
Noah Desjardins – “My Heifer Scarlett”
Junior Speech
Colt Anderson – “Laughter”
Echo Desjardins – “Adoption”
Lucius Edwards – “Ag Days”
Junior Visual
Sam Gurke – “USS Gurke”
Intermediate Speech
RJ Sul – “My Spring Break”
Senior Speech
Beth Sherman – “Reflection of Light, a Reflection of
Emotion”
The ones that will be going on to Dauphin are:
Nate, Noah, Echo, Sam, RJ, and Beth.
Congratulations and Good Luck in Dauphin guys!

Thanks for Now,
Lucius Edwards

Grad '18 clothing orders have been submitted.
Our next grad meeting will be Tuesday March
20th at 5:00 in Ms. Sadler's classroom to discuss
finances and future fundraisers.
-Ms. Miranda Sadler,
Grad Advisor

Parent-Teacher Interviews will be
held Thursday, March 15, 2018 in
the evening from 5:00 – 8:00 PM
and Friday, March 16, 2018 in the
morning from 9:00 AM-12:00PM.
There will be Administration time in
the afternoon. There are no classes
for students on Friday.
Please find the Parent-Teacher
Interview scheduling form in this
newsletter. The sooner they are
filled out and returned, the better
chance of getting your desired
appointment time.
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School students were excited
to participate in I Love To
Read Month throughout
Fe b r u a r y ! K - G r a d e 6
students were able to hear
stories read by guest readers
throughout the month. A
huge THANK YOU to our
guest readers! Ms. Jessica
Klassen joined us to read
her very own book titled
“The Sapling”. Jessica was
kind enough to gift a signed
copy of her book to our
school library. Our next
reader was our very own
high school student
Shannon. Like Ms. Klassen,
Shannon also read her own
book to the K-Grade 6
students. Shannon’s book

was titled T he Lonely
S n o w fl a k e . T h e t i n y
snowflake in the book had a
strong message for students
about bullying. Next on our
list of guests was Mrs. Carol
Senkowski our school
trustee. Mrs. Senkowski read
the Robert Munsch story
Purple Green and Yellow.
Last but certainly not least
for guest readers was our
very own Dustin Mozdzen.
Dustin spent his school years
K-Grade 12 here at Alonsa
Community School and is
now playing hockey for the
Dauphin Kings. Dustin was
kind enough to throw on his
jersey and make the trip
back home to read to our
students the Robert Munsch
book “Just One Goal”. Of
course, it was all about
hockey! Dustin stuck around

agurke@trsd.ca

204-767-2168

after the story and allowed
students to ask some
questions. Thank you Dustin
for being a positive role
model for our students to
look up to!

Ms.

Stebeleski’s grade

5/6 class took part in the
Recess Guardian training on
Feb. 8th. Pam Chetyrbuk
and Susan Denhard of
Prairie Mountain Health
trained our students over a
three hour period on how to
be recess guardians. The
Recess Guardian Program is
taking back the playground
and making recess fun again!
To do this, we empower
students to become leaders
and take responsibility for

Community Schools
their own playground. By
equipping them with the
skills and equipment to lead
activities on their
playground. Alonsa
Community was one of
three schools picked to be
t r a i n e d i n t h e Re c e s s
Guardian Program.

Our Grade 3/4 class as
well as our K/1 class have
started a once a week
Nutrition Education class.
The 3/4 classes are doing
t h e “ P o w e r To P l a y ”
program which uses two
student super heroes “Brock
Lee and Coco Lait” to
encourage the development
of healthy eating AND
physical activity habits by
providing the students the
opportunity to: explore
healthy eating and activities,
prepare and taste a variety of
healthy foods and enjoy
being active through
agurke@trsd.ca

participation in fun physical
activities! The K/1 program
is the “Food Explorers”. The
goal of the program is to
encourage students to try
new foods and eat a wide
variety of foods. The
program is also designed to
expose K/1 students to
c o n c r e t e , fi r s t - h a n d
ex p e r i e n c e s w i t h fo o d ,
focusing on the mysteries of
taste, textures an colours of
food. Both programs will
run once a week for the
remainder of the school year.

March

is Canadian

Agriculture Literacy Month
CALM month once again.
Our students will be visited
by guests that will teach us all
about agriculture and our
daily lives. We are once
again joining forces with
Agriculture in the Classroom
to make this happen!

204-767-2168

PARENT'S DAY - Form for Scheduling of Interviews
Parent's/Guardians Name: _________________________________
Teachers are as follows:
Mrs. Amanda Asham -Resource and Curling 21G
Kindergarten & Grade 1 – Mrs.Wendy Zalluski
Gr.2 Homeroom – Ms Selista Langan
Gr. 3&4 Homeroom – Mrs. Amy Buchanan –Gr.3&4 subjects, K to 2 PE,
Gr.5&6 Homeroom– Ms Catherine Stebeleski – Gr.5&6 subjects,
Ms Angela Caruk Grade 7&8– Grade 7&8 Science, Social Studies, Visual Arts and Hm.Ec.,
Gr.7 Math, Gr.5 to 8 French, Geography 20F,
Mr. Brad Dupasquier Grade 9&10 Homeroom– Grade 6 to Grade 12 PE, Band 9 to 12,
Music Gr. 3 to 8, Hockey 21G,
Ms Miranda Sadler Grade 11 Homeroom- ELA 20F,30S and 40S, History 30F, ELA Gr.7&8,
Global Issues 40S,
Mr. Matthew Reimer Grade 12 Homeroom – Math (Essential) 20S, 30S,40S, Math (PreCal)
20S, Math 40M, Psychology 40S, Chemistry 40S, Law 40S,
Mr.Vern McMichael ( Principal) – Math 30S (Applied & PreCal), Math 40S (PreCal),
Math 40S (Applied)

Do You Prefer a Group Meeting? ______ or Individual Meeting? _______
What Day Do You Prefer? THURS. November 23rd, ( 5-8 P.M.)
FRIDAY, November 24th ( 9A.M. to Noon)
WHICH TEACHER(S) WILL YOU BE VISITING?
_____ Amanda Asham
_____ Brad Dupasquier
_____ Miranda Sadler
_____ Matthew Reimer
_____ Vern McMichael

_____ Wendy Zalluski
_____ Selista Langan
_____ Amy Buchanan
_____ Catherine Stebeleski
______ Angela Caruk

Generally, appointments will be made on the basis of the date these forms are completed.
Earlier return of forms gives us a better chance of you getting your desired date and time.
Forms due back Monday, March 12th. Only one form per family.

School Use

Date Received

Time

______
______

A LO N S A S C H O O L
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

204-767-2168

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2

3

Jr. Divisional
Basektball at
Ste. Rose
(All Day)

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

Jr. Divisional
Curling at
McCreary
(All Day)

11

12

Daylight Saving
Time begins
Clocks spring
ahead 1 hour

18

13

Parent-Teacher
Parent-Teacher Interviews
Interviews
(9AM - Noon)
(5 - 8 PM)
Admin (PM)
St. Patrick’s Day

K to Gr. 8
Report Cards
Sent Home

No Classes

19

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

First Day of
Spring!

25

26

Spring Break - School Closed
Return to School April 2, 2018

Good Friday

"Making a Difference Through Empowerment"

