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Greetings from Alonsa School! 
Another year has turned over and we are almost 
one month into 2020. We have had a variety of 
spring and winter days over this month and time to 
look forward to two more weeks of this year’s 
version of January weather.  
 
Student attendance is always a concern of schools 
because regular attendance is important. There are 
many reasons for students to be absent from school 
but regardless of the reasons the frequency and the 
accumulated total of absences does have an effect 
on student performance in school. If a student has 4 
days away from school each month it is equivalent 
to 2 months of missed educational instruction, 
experiences, and activities over the course of the 
school year. Because attendance is reported to the 
province we would like to know why a student is 
absent so that the reports accurately reflect the 
situation of this school. We thank you for the 
notifications that have been received and look 
forward to your continued support so that we can 
accurately report our school attendance.   
 
Parents are provided with the ability to check on 
student marks, assignments and attendance through 
the use of the Parent Portal found on the school 
division website. Parents can see marks awarded on 
assessments and any assignments that have not been 
handed in for assessment. These marks are to be 
regularly updated for a recent view of student 
performance, any concerns regarding student 

performance or regular updating should be 
addressed to the teacher of the particular courses.  
Parents can gain access to the Parent Portal by 
contacting the school and asking the Secretary to set 
them up with a user identification and a password. 
 
With the closing of this month of January, there is 
normally High School examinations. Because all 
classes but 3 run all year there is no need for an 
examination timetable. There are no exam days 
required. All examinations will be written in June 
except for the 3 mentioned. The semester break is 
on February 3. February 3 is an administration day 
for teachers to complete marking assessments and 
updating Maplewood entries so that report cards 
are up to date for distribution on February 7.  
 
The elementary side of the school may be able to 
go outside on particular days in January depending 
on the weather. Students from K to 6 do not go 
outside for recess if the temperature or windchill is  
-25 degrees or less. They do go out for varied and 
limited amounts of time when the temperature or 
windchill range between -20 to -24.  The decision 
regarding outside recess for all temperatures and 
weather conditions is based on the conditions at the 
time of the recess breaks.  
 
The course selection process for courses offered for 
next year will be starting shortly. There will be some 
changes for next year. More courses in grades 9 
and 10 will alternate years so that at the end of the 
second year the grade 9 and 10 courses will be 
completed.  
 

January 27 – Progress Reports for K – 8 students 
January 31 – Last day of regularly scheduled  
   classes and any exams written (End of Semester 1) 
February 3 – Administration Day – No Classes  
February 4 – Regular Classes Resume 
   (Semester 2 Begins) 
February 7 – High School Report Cards sent home 
February 17 – Louis Riel Day – School Closed 
February 18-21 – Book Fair – held in the Library 
February 27 – Progress Reports sent home for K-12 
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GRAD 2020 
The Graduating Class  

of 2020 would like to  

thank the surrounding  

communities for their  

support during our recent fundraising 

events. 
 

The Community calendars will be delivered 

in January with a February start date.  If 

you still wish to purchase a calendar, there 

will be a few available for sale. 

 

Also, the grads would like to thank 

everyone that purchased tickets for the 

Christmas dinner hamper.  They would also 

like to thank, Mrs. Darlene Grimstead for 

donating the turkey, Ms. Desiree West for 

donating the ham and Mrs. Mindy Zalluski 

for donating 4 dozen perogies.  This 

hamper draw raised over $800.00 and the 

winner was Keri Stevenson. 
 

Please stay tuned for upcoming fundraising 

events in the new year. 
 

Thank you, 

Grad 2020 

Reminder: 
 There are no classes for students on 

February 3, 2020 due to an  
Administration Day & Alonsa School  

is closed on February 17, 2020  
for Louis Riel Day 

 



News from Miss Doran
Now that school is back in session, we have hit the 
ground running in the Science Lab. The Grade 10 
Science class started off the new year by looking at 
the very complicated topic of balancing chemical 
equations through the Law of Conservation of 
Mass. This is definitely one of the more difficult 
topics that we will be looking at in our chemistry 
unit, so well done to the students who have 
powered through the work! We will be wrapping up 
our chemistry unit mid-February. This will bring us 
to a weather unit, leaving physics until the last 
couple months of school.  
 
The Grade 8s have been busy as well. We spent 
the first couple of weeks in January looking at right 
triangles, square numbers, and the Pythagorean 
Theorem. It was very impressive to see how quickly 
they picked up on the concept! We will end January 
off by looking at rates and proportions. The 
Geography students have started into a new unit 
focused on various cultural connections found in 
Canada. We will be looking at studying population 
and various aspects that influence settlement and 
land use.  
 
In the Grade 9 math class, we have been working 
on solving one- and two-step equations, and we will 
be looking at inequalities in early February as well. 
Afternoon classes are moving along quickly. In high 
school Art, we spent some time working with one 
and two vanishing points as a method for creating 
depth and dimension in art pieces. We are moving 
into colour theory and the symbolism behind 
various colours. The Grade 7/8 class now has art in 
the Science Lab as well, and we will be doing 
similar projects to the high school art class. We 
have spent a few classes working on one-point 
perspective or sketches with one vanishing point. It 
is wonderful to see so many talented artists in 
these two groups! Home Ec. is leading us to the 
end of a family studies unit, and we are getting 
ready to start sewing in February. Last, but not 
least, we have spent the month of January looking 
at decisions in the Family Studies course. 
Specifically, we looked at major and minor 
decisions and how to use the decision-making 
model when a decision has to be made.  
 
Curling season has also started in the school. All 
practices are held after school. Divisionals and 
zones are all-day events, where we will be leaving 
Alonsa School by approximately 9:00 AM. There 
are a few important dates for parents/guardians to 
know: 
 

February 4th: High school curling divisionals @ 
Ste. Rose 
February 7th: High school zones @ Ste. Rose 
February 8th: High school zones @ Ste. Rose (only 
if needed) 
March 11th: Junior (middle years) divisionals @ 
McCreary 

LIBRARY NEWS! 
Exciting News!!  
 

Our second Book  

Fair is coming soon!   

It is being held  

in the library and  

it will be open on:   
 

Tuesday, February 18 – 9:00 AM-3:30 PM  

 & Parent Event after school from 3:30-5:00 PM 

Wednesday, February 19 – 9:00 AM-3:30 PM 

Thursday, February 21—9:00 AM-3:30PM 

Friday, February 22 – 9:00AM-1:00 PM  

At this book fair we have the potential to earn 70% 

profit back on our sales.  If we sell over $1500 (not 

including GST) we will earn back 50%; because this is 

our second book fair of the year we will earn an 

additional 10%; AND because we are having our 

book fair in February, “I Love to Read Month”, we will 

earn another 10% bonus.  That will bring us to a 

potential profit of 70%!!  Thank you in advance for 

supporting this literary fundraiser for our Library! 

I will be running several classroom contests for all 

students from Pre-school – Grade 12 and there will 

also be our Parent Event draw which is open to 

students from Pre-School to Grade 8 where your 

child could win $25.00 in books for themselves and 

$25.00 in books for their classroom!    

Visit http://scholastic.ca/bookfairs/ for more 

information, a look at some of the books that will be 

available, and for some fun activities online!   

Once again, thank you for supporting this literary                   

fundraiser for our Library, and thank you for believing 

in the importance of reading in your child’s life!   

- Mrs. Anderson       

  

http://scholastic.ca/bookfairs/
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CHRISTMAS STORE
December was a busy month for our school! 
Students were able to choose two items from our 
Annual Christmas Store to take home to their 
loved ones, but only after they wrapped their gifts 
with love at our gift wrapping station.  It is alway 
fun to see what students will pick out as gifts and 
who they choose them for! 

CHRISTMAS DINER
Students and staff were treated to a free 
Christmas  Diner that was  prepared by Mrs. Pettit 
in our own kitchen and enjoyed by all in the gym.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Once again our students were treated to a 
Breakfast with Santa on the last day of school. 
All students and staff gathered in the gym  and 
once all were seated with their food, Santa made 
his grand entrance! Students each got a chance to 
chat with Santa after breakfast, and received a 
small gift, specially chosen just for them!

A M A N D A  G U R K E

C O M M U N I T Y  C O N N E C T O RT E L E P H O N E(204)767-2168 E M A I Lagurke@trsd.ca

REMEMBER:
*Free Breakfast-Daily*

*Free Hot Lunch- once a week*
*Volleyball Night- 7pm-8pm Wed.*

UPCOMING:
*FEB. 20th- JUMP ROPE FOR HEART
FEB.18-21 I LOVE TO READ WEEK
Watch for special guest readers from our 

communities to visit your classrooms!
*FEB. 2-8- BURN AWARENESS WEEK

Students will be participating in a poster contest 
sponsored by the Office of  the Fire Commissioner 

and the MB Firefighters’ Burn Fund!
You can always reach me at 

(204)767-2168 or
agurke@trsd.ca
Amanda Gurke

Community Connector
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Library  
Classes in bold  

3 
 
 
Admin. Day 
 
No Classes 
 

4 
9:35-Gr 3(MissC) 
2:15-Gr 7/8  

 
-Semester 2 
 
-Sr. Divisional 
Curling at Ste. 
Rose (All Day) 

5 
11:00-Gr 1 
1:30-Gr 3 (Mr. K) 

6 
9:35-Gr 2 
11:20-Pre-School 
2:15-Gr 7/8  

7 
11:00-Kind 
1:30-Gr 4 

 
-9-12 Report 
Cards Home 
-Zone Curling 
at Ste. Rose 
(All Day)  

8 
 
 
 
 
Zone Curling 
at Ste. Rose 
(All Day) 

9 10 
9:35-Gr 3(MissC) 
1:00-Gr 5  
2:30-Gr 6  

11 
9:35-Pre-School 
(Note Change) 
11:00-Gr 1 
1:30-Gr 3 (Mr. K) 
 

12 
9:35-Gr 2 
2:15-Gr 7/8  

13 
Library Closed  
 

14 
Library Closed  

 
-Valentine’s 
Day! 
 
 
-Grad Photos 

15 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
  
 
School Closed 

18 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair 
9 AM-5:00 PM 

19 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair 
9 AM-3:30 PM 

20 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair 
9 AM-3:30 PM 

21 
 
 
 
 
Book Fair  
9 AM-1:00 PM 

22 

23 24 
11:00-Kind 
1:30-Gr 4  

25 
9:35-Gr 3(Miss C) 
2:15-Gr 7/8  

 

26 
11:00-Gr 1 
1:30-Gr 3 (Mr. K) 
 

27 
9:35-Gr 2 
11:20-Pre-School 
1:00-Gr 5  
2:30-Gr 6  

28 
11:00-Kind 
1:30-Gr 4  

29 

Day 2 

Day 1 

Day 2 

Day 1 

Day 3 

Day 3 Day 4 

Day 4 

Day 2 

Day 5 

Day 3 

Day 6 

Day 4 

Day 1 

Day 5 

Day 5 

Day 6 

Day 6 

Alonsa School 
204-767-2168 

www.alonsaschool.ca 

“Making a Difference Through Empowerment” 


