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Principal’s Message 
 
Greetings from Alonsa School 
 
Time flies. There is only one week left and the 
first semester will be over and a new semester 
will begin. At this point in the year, as the 
courses change so does the winter weather. The 
past few weeks of extreme cold and blowing 
snow will gradually ease up as we move into 
spring. Next Sunday, is rodent resurrection—
ground day. We will have to wait to hear what 
the predictions are for the oncoming spring.  
 
The course selections have been completed for 
the second semester. All students have a 
timetable that has been tailored for both the 
class and individual needs. It should be noted 
that there are two changes from the previous 
timetables. First, all Grade 9 students will be 
attending either the shop or home-ec courses in 
McCreary on Tuesday mornings. All Grade 10 
students will be attending the shops course in 
McCreary on Friday mornings. Those students in 
Grade 11 or 12 who took the shops course in 
McCreary first semester will complete the 
course during this second semester on Tuesday 
afternoons. Second, there will no longer be a 
pull-out to attend the shop or Home-Ec course 
for the Grade 9 and 10 students. All their other 

classes have been scheduled around the shops 
program. This re-scheduling results in more time 
in their assigned classes and changes in the 
designated time slots for classes. For most 
courses, the classes will no longer be just on slot 
from Monday to Friday. They will have additional 
time allotted in other time slots.  
 
We are going to have a talent showcase in May 
of 2014. Students and any community members 
who would like to take part are asked to leave 
their names in the office so that planning may 
proceed. Singing, dancing and instrument playing 
or other talents are all welcome.   
 
As you are aware, we are distributing progress 
reports to all students as of the last teaching 
Friday of most months. Students will be 
informed on the report how they are progressing 
in each of their courses during that month. We 
encourage Parents to call the school regarding 
connection with the Parent Portal so that 
Parents can view their child’s progress at will. All 
marks and assignments in each course their child 
takes are available for Parents to see.  This 
portal does not replace report cards or progress 
reports. It does allow Parents to keep up to date 
on how well their student is progressing 
 
Just to make parents aware of the policy of 
Turtle River School Division regarding Loss of 
(Bus) Ridership Privileges. There are 4 reasons 
which may lead to the suspension of the bus 
ridership privileges. We ask that parents take 
note of these reasons and discuss them with 
their students. 

a) Inappropriate behavior on the bus 
may lead to loss of ridership 
privileges. This behavior could be 
misbehavior (getting out of the seat, 
moving between seats when the bus is 
moving, throwing objects, food, etc. ), 
rowdiness (rough play at seat, loud 
noises), abusive (pushing, swearing, 
name calling) behavior towards the 
driver or other students, vandalism.  
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b) Students who skip classes from school 
may not be allowed to ride the bus in 
the evening. 

c) Students suspended from school will 
have their bus riding privileges 
removed.  

d) Student inappropriately dressed for 
the weather may be denied the 
privilege of riding the bus. It does not 
take long for hypothermic to set in 
should a student not be appropriately 
dressed nor prepared for a bus 
breakdown.  

 
We are and will be looking for pictures of local 
veterans for a Remembrance Day PowerPoint for 
2014. 
To note:  Friday Jan 31 is the Semester break 
with Feb 3 being the first day of classes for the 
new semester.  
 
Dates to Remember 
January 31 – Admin Day (no classes) 
February 3 – Start of Semester 2 for high 
school students 
February 17 – Louis Riel Day – No Classes 
February 19-21 – Book Fair 
February 18 – 21 – I Love to Read Week 
February 27 – 100th day of school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade Two/Three News 

The grade twos/threes have been busy working 
up a storm since the Christmas break. 
We have started our school skating this month.  
It will be taking place on Wednesday afternoons 
from 1-2.  I welcome any parents that wish to 
join us.  The K/1s will be joining us this year.   
 
February is a very busy month.  We will be 
having reading activities throughout the school 
as it is I Love to Read Month and we are also 
celebrating our 100th day of school on February 
27.   Valentine’s Day will also be celebrated this 
month.  Keep a sharp eye out for all the 
activities that are coming up.   I hope everyone 
has a great month. 

- Ms. A. Caruk 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to view the  
Turtle River School Division Board 

Meeting Minutes  

TRAVELCLUB FUNDRAISER 
BUFFET 

AT 
GLEN’S CAFé 
IN GLENELLA 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2014 
$20.00 pER pERSoN 

 
(CoNTACT ANY MEMBER oF THE 
ALoNSA SCHooL TRAVEL CLUB  
2014 To Book YoUR TICkETS) 

 
 

YEARBOOKS HAVE ARRIVED! 
 

The 2012-2013 yearbooks have arrived and have 
been distributed to those who pre-paid their 

order in full.  If you haven’t received yours yet 
please contact me at 204-767-2168 or 

banderson@trsd32.mb.ca . 
 

If you have paid the deposit for your yearbook, it 
is here waiting for you!  Please send in the 

remainder of the cost and I’ll get it sent home 
right away! 

 
I hope everyone enjoys this memorable keepsake!   

 
- Mrs. B. Anderson  
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We certainly have had our 
fair share of winter’s cold 
weather this January!    
Hopefully February will 
bring warmer temperatures 
and no more wind chill 
warnings or blizzards! 

January themes for Pre-
School - Grade 1 included: 

 New Year’s Day and the 
Months of the Year 

 Winter Animal Stories 

 Winter Fun / Outdoor 
Play Stories 

 Sledding Stories 

“Grandpa Dan’s Toboggan 
Ride” by Suzan Reid is a fun 
story and a children’s       
favorite as well as “Huggly’s 
Snow Day” by Tedd Arnold.  
We also enjoyed “Charlie’s 
Snow Day” based on the 

books by Ree Drummond.  
Charlie is a  Ranch Dog who 
tells great stories of his    
adventures. 

The Grade 2’s and I are  
reading “Noodle” from the 
Puppy Place series by Ellen 
Miles.  When the Peterson 
family is out for a winter 
picnic they find Noodle the 
puppy has fallen through 
the ice on the lake.  After 
Noodle is rescued they take 
him home and set out  to 
find his family.   

The Grade 3’s and I are   
continuing in the series by 
Paula Danziger with 
“Forever Amber Brown”.  
We are glad that Amber has 
found a new friend after her 
best friend Justin moved 
away.  In this book Amber 
has just received her school 
pictures and pictures are like 

life, sometimes they don’t 
turn out the way you want! 

The Grade 4’s and I are    
continuing with the Moody 
family with books by Megan 
McDonald.  We finished 
“Stink, the Incredible    
Shrinking Kid” and have 
begun “Stink and the 
World’s Worst Super-Stinky 
Sneakers” where Stink 
Moody finds out that he has 
amazing nose! 

 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2014 

Our next Scholastic Book 
Fair is coming in February!  It 
will be held February 19, 20 
& 21 with our Family Event 
after school from 3:30-5:30 
on our opening day.    

We have the potential to 
earn 70% back on our sales 
with this book fair.  We earn 
50% if we reach our goal 

and sell over $1500; PLUS 
an extra 10% for this being 
our second book fair of the 
year; and an extra 10%  for 
having the fair in February.  
February is also “I Love to 
Read” month!! 

I have many fun contests 
planned again as well!  
Watch for the Book Fair 
Flyers coming home soon.   

Alonsa school Library News 

From the desk  
of your Librarian:   
Mrs. B. Anderson 

Special Points of                
Interest this Month: 

I LOVE TO READ MONTH 

Valentine’s Day - February 14 

Louis Riel Day  - February 17
(School Closed) 

Scholastic Book Fair FIESTA -           
February 19, 20 & 21 

Professional Development - 
February 24 (No Classes) 

“Bearwalker by Joseph 
Bruchac is the book the 
Grade 5’s and I have begun.  
The story has been exciting 
from the beginning.  Baron 
and his class are on a trip to 
Camp Chuckamcuk deep in 
the Adironack Mountains 
where the Bearwalker    
legend that was passed 
down from his Mohawk 
ancestors becomes more 
than just a scary story! 

The Grade 6’s and I are  
nearly finished “I Want to Go 
Home” by Gordon Korman.  
Rudy and Mike are  still    
trying to escape from Camp 
Algonkian.  After many 
foiled attempts  they may 
need to take desperate 
measures, after all, if the 
camp is no longer standing 
how can they be expected 
to stay? 



COMMUNITY 
CONNECTION

A L O N S A  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L

the

WHAT	 WE’VE	 BEEN	 UP	 TO

We have been busy in our Roots of  Empathy class Emmalee continues to teach us many things 
about empathy as well as surprise us at each Family Visit with something new that she can do.

Our theme for December was “Caring and Planning For Baby”. This theme invites students to 
appreciate how much work is involved and how parents can cope. The kindergarten/grade Roots 
Of  Empathy curriculum focuses on taking baby on an “outing”. Our class was able to make 
predictions as to what they thought might be in a diaper bag. 

During our Family Visit with Tiffany and Emmalee, Tiffany showed us what was in her diaper bag 
and talked about what it takes to plan and be prepared when going on an “outing” with Emmalee.

Our class was excited to see that Emmalee can now “creep” across our green blanket and we are 
sure, that by the next Family Visit, she will be crawling.

ROOTS OF EMPATHY

DECEMBER
CONCERT-We were busy in December with many Christmas activities. Congratulations to 

all students who participated in the Christmas Concert and to the staff  who organized it. 

Once again it was a wonderful display of  the talent within our school walls for our 

communities to see. 

CHRISTMAS STORE-Once again we held our Annual Community Room Christmas 

Store. Children were able to purchase small gifts for their loved ones for Christmas.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA-Our Second Annual Breakfast with Santa was a hit. A 

huge thank you to all that volunteered to help make it a special breakfast for our students 

and children in our communities.

Amanda Gurke 	 	 (204) 767-2168	 	 agurke@trsd32.mb.ca
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WEEKLY	 ACTIVITIES
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS

7:00PM-8:00PM- WALKING CLUB

7:00PM-8:00PM-OLD TIME DANCE 

LESSONS

THURSDAY
EVENINGS

7:30PM-8:30PM- WALKING CLUB

7:30PM-9:00PM-14+ VOLLEYBALL

Please watch for the “Peek At The Week” in your child’s 
backpack each Monday. THE WEEKLY NOTE  will tell you 
what additional happenings there will be that week or 

any date or time changes there may be.

THURSDAY 10:00am-11:00am
MOM’S GROUP 

Bring your little ones or just come in if your kids are in school. Visit 
and find out that you are not alone on this journey of 

MOTHERHOOD! Fun stuff for the little ones and mom.

WEDNESDAY 10:00am-11:00am
COFFEE CLUB

DON’T FORGET!!!!!!
We are a community school and so all are welcome through 
our doors.. All you have to do is check in at the main office 
and then head down to the community room for a hot cup 

of coffee. Hope to see you there. 

ALL CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 12 ATTENDING 
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMING MUST BE 

ACCOMPANIED BY SOMEONE OVER THE AGE OF 12



NOON HOUR SKATING
GRADE 5-12

THURSDAYS  12:00-12:45

BEGINNER COOKING CLASSES
the DETAILS:

where- Alonsa Community School

when- Once a week in the evening- 

classes will begin the end of Feb.

who-Anyone interested in cooking

MUST be 12 years old or 

accompanied by a Parent. 

If you would like more 
information or have any 
questions please contact

Amanda Gurke at 
(204)767-2168 or at 

agurke@trsd32.mb.ca

LENDING LIBRARY
Our Community Room Lending Library is up and 

running. A full list of  books available to borrow as well 
as the sign out form can be found on our school website. 

If  you are unable access the list online,  feel free to call 
me anytime at the school and I will make sure that you 

receive a book list and sign out form.

mailto:agurke@trsd32.mb.ca
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HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
Please watch for our weekly 
hot lunch order forms to 
come home with your child.

Volunteers
Volunteers are always welcome in our community school. If 

you feel that you may be able to spend some time in our school 
please contact me at (204)767-2168.                     

Areas where volunteers are needed:

Hot Lunch Preparation 

Breakfast Program 

Crafting-ie: Aboriginal Beadwork



A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL THE 
KIND PEOPLE IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES WHO ONCE AGAIN 
DONATED TO OUR WINTER 

CLOTHING AND SKATE/HELMET 
DRIVE!

BRINGING LESSONS TO OUR CHILDREN

We at Alonsa Community School 
know that it is not always possible 
to have transportation for your 

child to after school programming. 

And so, because of this we are 
excited to be running noon hour 

fiddle lessons with our students as 
well as crochet classes. We will be 

rotating through the grades through 
out the school year so that anyone 
that is interested in the lessons will 

get the opportunity.



"Learning today for tomorrow" 
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

FOR THE 2014 FALL TERM 
 

ALONSA SCHOOL  MCCREARY SCHOOL 

               GLENELLA SCHOOL      STE. ROSE SCHOOL 
 

FAMILIES HAVING CHILDREN FIVE YEARS OLD BY DECEMBER 31, 2014 

ARE INVITED TO REGISTER THEIR CHILDREN 

AT THE SCHOOLS BETWEEN FEBRUARY 10 - MARCH 10, 2014 DURING 

REGULAR SCHOOL HOURS AT THE OFFICE. 

 

WHEN YOU REGISTER, PLEASE BRING: 

 1) CHILD’S BIRTH CERTIFICATE 

2) MANITOBA HEALTH NUMBER 

 

CHILDREN BORN ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2009 

ARE ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE SCHOOL. 
 

 

 

 

 Turtle River School Division  

                          P.O. Box 309  McCreary Mb.  R0J 1B0                       

                          Telephone 204-835-2067  Fax  204-835-2426 

                                    
 

                 Bev Szymesko                                                                                                                    Shannon Desjardins 

          Superintendent of Schools                                                                                                  Acting Secretary Treasurer  

              



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2

9

16

23

1

3 4 5 6 7 8

10 11 12 13 14 15

17 18 19 20 21 22

24 25 26 27 28

Louis Riel Day
School Closed

Gr. 9 - 12
Semester 2 
Begins

Sr. Divisional 
Curling in Alonsa
(Jr. Curling 
practice cancelled)

Report Cards 
Home (Gr. 9-12)

-Sr. Basketball 
Ste. Rose at Alonsa
-Sr. Curling 
Practice

Sr. Basketball
Alonsa at 
McCreary

Sr. Basketball
Glenella at 
Alonsa

Sr. Divisional 
Basketball 
(All Day)
Girls in Glenella
Boys in Ste. Rose

P.D.
No Classes

Jr. Basketball
Ste. Rose at 
Alonsa

Happy 
Valentine's Day! 

Jr. Curling 
Practice

Jr. Curling 
Practice

Book Fair
9:00 - 3:30 & 
Family Event 
3:30-5:30

Book Fair
9:00 - 3:30

Book Fair
9:00 - 1:30

Zone Curling 
in Grandview

Zone Curling 
in Grandview

Alonsa School 204-767-2168

-Jr. Curling 
Practice
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