the school between students usually begin with
inappropriate exchanges on social media. The issues
carry into the school and become school issues. In
most cases to date, after investigation it is found that
there is equal exchange by all students involved.
Either student may serve as the instigator but both
take equal parts.

www.alonsaschool.ca

Another year has turned over and we are almost
one month into 2019. We have had a variety of
spring and winter days over this month and time to
look forward to two more weeks of this year’s
version of January weather. Soon we will have the
long awaited appearance of the February rodent.
Student attendance is always a concern of schools
because regular attendance is important. There are
many reasons for students to be absent from school
but regardless of the reasons the frequency and the
accumulated total of absences does have an effect
on student performance in school. If a student has 4
days away from school each month it is equivalent
to 2 months of missed educational instruction,
experiences, and activities. There is now a new
procedure for communication regarding student
attendance. Because student attendance and
adequate school support for students and their
families is important we now ask parents to notify
the school when absences are known. Because
attendance is reported to the province we would
like to know why a student is absent so that the
reports accurately reflect the situation of this school.
As well, because we need to know why, the
community connector will be making contact with all
homes if there is no communication from home prior
to 10:00 am each day. We thank you for the
notifications that have been received and look
forward to your continued support so that we can
accurately report our school attendance.

Parents are provided with the ability to check on
student marks, assignments and attendance through
the use of the Maplewood Parent Portal found on
the school division website. Parents can see marks
awarded on assessments and any assignments that
have not been handed in for assessment. These
marks are to be regularly updated for a recent
view of student performance, any concerns
regarding student performance or regular updating
should be addressed to the teacher of the particular
courses. Parents can gain access to the Parent
Portal by contacting the school and asking the
Secretary to set them up with a user identification
and a password.
With the closing of this month of January, there is
normally High School examinations. This year
because all classes run all year there is no need for
an examination timetable. There are no exam days
required. All examinations will be written in June.
The semester break is on February 1. February 1 is
an administration day for teachers to complete
marking assessments so that report cards are up to
date for distribution on February 8.
The elementary side of the school has been able to
go outside on particular days in January because
the usual cold weather is not present. Students from
K to 6 do not go outside for recess if the
temperature or windchill is -25 degrees or less. They
do go out for varied and limited amounts of time
when the temperature or windchill range between 20 to -24. The decision regarding outside recess for
all temperatures and weather conditions is based on
the conditions at the time of the recess breaks.
The course selection process for courses offered for
next year has begun. Phase one has been
completed. Students have selected what they would
like to see offered next year. Phase two of the
process will begin next where students will select
what they want to take from those that were
selected in Phase one.
- Mr. Vern McMichael

We again ask parents to monitor what their children
are doing when on the internet. Issues that come to

Jan 30 – Progress Reports for K to Grade 8
Jan 31 – Last day of regularly scheduled exams
Feb 1 – Administration day - No classes for students
Feb 4 – Regular classes resume
Feb 8 – Grades 9-12 Reports cards are sent home
Feb 18 – Louis Riel Day – School Closed
Feb 19-22 – Book Fair
Feb 27 – Progress reports for K to Grade 12

News from the K & Grade 1 Room
Days are moving along very quickly and we can’t
believe it is already January! We have been having so
much fun and learning too!
The Grade 1 Class has been continuing their spelling
tests and working on adding/subtracting
The Kindergarten class has started a Letter of the
Day. During instruction time we read about the
letter, make purple soup about the letter, learn about
the upper case and lower case of each letter and so
much many more things! We love the letter of the
day!
The whole class has been adding board games into our
days, with technology all around us we would
encourage you to do the same at home. By
Incorporating board games into the lives of our
children they will learn many skills along the way.
Board games give children an opportunity to practice
peer interaction including communication, sharing,
waiting, taking turns and cooperation. They also have
opportunity to enhance memory, cognitive skills,
letter/number recognition, group and sorting. These
are skills that transfer over to many areas of
learning.
Soon we will be celebrating our 100th days with some
special activities. We are all excited for that!
-

Mrs. Wendy Zalluski
& Mrs. Dana Thompson

News from the Grades 3 & 4 Room
The grades 3 and 4 classes have been working
hard to get back into the routine since the
Christmas break. We are reading new books
during Daily 5 and have had weekly spelling tests

with our words from Word Work. In math we are
busy practicing addition and subtraction with
regrouping. Our bulletin board art is based on a
book called “Over and Under the Snow” by Kate
Messner. Students painted and drew habitats
that exist over and under the snow.
Before Christmas we finished our novel study,
Owl’s In The Family by Farley Mowat. To
celebrate the completion of the novel and all
that we learned about owls we dissected owl
pellets. Students were able to closely examine
real owl pellets to find out what owls eat and
the process of how an owl creates a pellet. Some
students even had a fully intact mouse skull in
their pellets. It was both fascinating and gross
for our class!
We hope to begin skating at the arena soon as
part of our Phys ed class. Notes will be sent out
shortly with more information.
Grade 4 students piloting a project called
“Thrival” that focuses on mental health
promotion with daily practice to protect and
promote our mental wellbeing. Grade 3 students
will be participating in social and mental health
awareness activities during this time.
Parents are kindly reminded to please send your
child with all the warm clothing necessary to be
outside during recess; this includes ski pants,
boots, hats, and mittens. Outdoor physical
activity is important and students are expected
to be outside when the weather is above -25.
- Mrs. Amy Buchanan

News from the Grade 5 & 6 Room
We began the new year with some
fantastic news. Jamie and Tyson’s poster
placed 3rd in the grade 5/6 category in the
Prairie Livestock Expo 2018! This year the
theme was “Life on the Farm” and they
had entries form 42 schools across
Manitoba. Both boys received certificates
and split a cash prize of $100.
Congratulations!
- Miss Katie Terrick-Steiner

Library News
Exciting News to report for February! The Book
Fair is on its way!

The dates will be:
Tuesday, February 19 – 9:00 AM-3:30 PM &
Family Event after school from 3:30-5:30 PM
Wednesday, February 20 – 9:00 AM-3:30 PM
Thursday, February 22 – 9:00 AM-3:30 PM
Friday, February 23 – 9:00AM-1:00 PM
At this book fair we have the potential to earn
70% profit back on our sales. If we sell over
$1500 (not including GST) we will earn back
50%; because this is our second book fair of the
year we will earn an additional 10%; AND
because we are having our book fair in
February we will earn another 10% bonus.
That will bring us to a potential profit of 70%!!
Thank you in advance for supporting this
literary fundraiser for our Library and Thank
You for believing in the importance of reading
in your child’s life! Visit
http://www.scholastic.ca/parents/ for
more information and fun activities online.
Letters and flyers will be coming home soon
with information about the book fair, see you
there! Have a great month!
-Mrs. Barbara Anderson, Librarian 

News from the Grades 7 & 8 Room
These first weeks back from the
holiday have been busy ones in the
Grade 7/8 room. We have started new
units in both Science and Social
Studies. Science is now focusing on
the topic of heat and its relationship
to temperature. This unit brings a lot
of hands on activities and
demonstrations for the students to
watch and try.

Curling News
It is the time of year for curling practices to start.
Seniors (Gr. 9-12) and juniors (Gr. 6-8) are being
coached by Mrs. Asham and Ms. Doran. Senior
practices are after school on Thursdays, running
3:30 – 5:00. Junior curling practices are
Wednesdays after school, running 3:30 – 5:00 as
well. It was very nice to see so many new curlers
starting out at the junior practices! A reminder
to both students and parents that students will
need clean shoes to use on the curling ice.
Some important curling dates to remember:
Tuesday, February 5:
Senior Divisionals @ McCreary
Friday, February 8:
Senior Zone Curling @ McCreary
Saturday, February 9:
Senior Zone Curling @ McCreary
Wednesday, March 6:
Junior Divisional Curling @ McCreary

Social Studies is focusing on ways of
life in countries from Africa, Asia
and Australia. This is giving the
students to dig deeper into ways of
life that are different than our own,
as they have each chosen a country to
do a research project on for the next
several weeks. We are looking at
culture, food, climate, health care
and much more. The main goal here is
to get students to not only appreciate
the diversity of the world but to also
recognize that we are very fortunate
with what we have here in Canada even
though it may not seem like much at
times. Students will be doing
presentations on their chosen country
closer to spring break.
In ELA, we have been putting a lot of
emphasis on writing. We have been
using a ‘hamburger’ paragraph model to
help students focus on the structure
of a paragraph. They have had chances
to write on many different topics, and
have found some topics that they are
very passionate about.
As June is getting closer, we have
discussed ideas for a field trip.
Fundraising will be starting shortly,
so please keep an eye out for posters.
One fundraiser we are planning on
doing is a Spring Cleaning Basket
raffle, to be drawn closer to Spring
Break at the end of March.
- Miss Sarah Doran

Alonsa will once again have a
Youth Rec. Hockey Team.
Age Group: 14 and under
Cost: Season Pass for your child paid to the
Skating Rink ($55.00 Individual or $130.00
Family. Prices have decreased from last year
and are now the same as the 2013 rates!)
Practices: Mondays & Wednesdays
6 PM-7 PM
If your child would like to play but is in need
of equipment, please contact Amanda Gurke as
some equipment is available.
Beginners are welcome!!!
Please contact Amanda Gurke at
agurke@trsd.ca or 204-767-2168 to register
your child or with any questions.
Practices start Monday, January 28, 2019.

January 18, 2019

Parents of Alonsa School Students

Re: New Procedures for Student Absent from School
The staff of Alonsa School work toward making a safe learning environment for all students of this
school. However, for students to benefit from this learning environment students need to be at the
school. It is important for student learning that students attend on a regular basis. With each day of
absence students fall behind their class in learning new and practicing previously learned skills.
You are receiving this letter because it is important that all students attend on a regular basis and
that communication is provided as to why the student is absent. Any student who is absent for
more than 20% (approximately 4 days) of each month is reported to the province. Although there
are many reasons for student absences—illnesses, medicals, etc.--not all absences are
communicated to the school. As a school we need to know why students are away so that we can
provide appropriate supports for the education of and wellbeing of students and their families.
Beginning immediately, because attendance and communication about attendance is importance
when a student is absent in the morning and there has been no communication by 10:00 am,
phone calls by our Community Connector will be made to the home. These calls are to help our
efforts to provide appropriate support for families and school work for the absent student.
As you know, under the Learning to 18 Act passed by the Manitoba Government, all students are
expected to have regular attendance at school. It is a shared responsibility between students,
parents and school administration to fulfill that requirement. It is for this reason that regular
communication between home and school is necessary.
We ask your assistance in encouraging your students to attend Alonsa School for daily instruction
and activities, and in communicating with the school when and why students are absent.

Vern McMichael
Principal, Alonsa School

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

Admin. Day

Groundhog
Day

No Classes

3

4

Day 2

Semester 2
Begins
Sr. Basketball
at Glenella
(3:15-8 PM)

10

11

Day 1

5

Day 3

18

Day 4

7

Day 5

Divisional
Sr. Curling
at McCreary
(All Day)

12

Day 2

Sr. Basketball
at Ste. Rose
(3:15-8 PM)

17

6

Day 3

Divisional
Sr. Basketball

-Girls at
Ste. Rose
-Boys at Glenella (All Day)

19

Day 6

Book Fair
(9-5:30)

20

Day 1

Book Fair
(9-3:30)

14

Day 4

25

Day 4

26

Day 5

Day 6

27

Day 6

9
Sr. Curling
(Zones) at
McCreary

15

Day 5

16

22

Day 3

23

Happy
Valentine’s
Day!

21

Day 2

Book Fair
(9-3:30)

Louis Riel Day
School Closed

24

8

-Gr 9-12
Report Cards
-Sr. Curling
(Zones) at
McCreary
(All Day)

13

Sat

28

Day 1

Book Fair
(9-1:00)

