inappropriate behavior on the bus begin with a
seating plan, followed by a warning and letter, then
a removal of privilege letter/phone call. The safety
of all students riding the bus is the priority for the
bus driver, the school and parents.
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Greetings from Alonsa School!
It looks like winter weather is here to stay. The snow
and the wind-chill seem to be a common prediction
in the daily weather forecasts. So far, there has
been one day of freezing rain that stopped the
buses from running. The good thing is a little over a
month from now the days start to get longer again.
The safety protocol is in place at the school. All the
outside doors are locked, and remain locked for the
full day. Entrance to the school during the school
hours can only occur through the monitored east end
and main doors. Anyone coming to the school during
school hours are to come to the south doors where
there is a door bell. Pressing the bell notifies the
office of your presence. Upon entrance, visitors are
asked to go directly to the office where the office
can contact the classroom and/or student you wish to
see.
They are currently behaviours exhibited by students
on some buses that violate the safe transportation of
students’ standards. All students regardless of age
are to remain in their seats, seated and facing
forward (see the pages SAFETY RULES FOR
STUDENTS RIDING THE SCHOOL BUS—Conduct on
the Bus). Inappropriate conduct on the bus towards
other students, driver or self, have consequences. The
first consequence is removal of the privilege of
riding the bus to school. It would then fall on the
parents to transport the students to school and pick
them up at the end of the day. Attempts to reduce

As part of the safety protocol, we use calming
activities in the classroom and in the opportunity
room to help students that are experiencing
difficulty during the day. The self-regulation of
students is conducted in the classroom with the
assistance of the classroom teacher or an
educational assistant. Should behavior continue to
disrupt the learning environment of the classroom the
student goes to the opportunity room for a time of
calm reflection, planning and practice to change the
problematic behavior. Violent behavior that poses a
threat to staff, other students or self, results in
removal from the environment and a call home for
pick up. This process applies to all K to 12 students.
There have been some cases of lice in the school at
different grade levels. So that you are aware, when
students give indications of having lice, the student is
checked. Any student that has lice or signs of lice will
have the home contacted and the student is to be
picked up that day. Once the treatment for lice is
completed, the child may return to school the next
day. The class will be periodically monitored for
lice. We ask that parents/guardians monitor your
own students to check for the lice in addition to what
is conducted at school.
As the weather is turning colder we pass along our
yearly request, inside the school is not a good option
when the temperatures are mild. We ask parents to
ensure that their children are appropriately dressed
for the weather when they get on the bus for school.
Appropriate winter wear: mitts, hats, winter coats,
boots, etc. are a must for bus rider safety and recess
breaks. Students are expected to go outside during
the days of milder temperatures and wind-chills
between -10 and -20oC. They do not go out when
the temperature is -25oC or less. However, between
minus 20 and -24 students will be out for a short
time period. Students need some exercise and fresh
air as a break from the classroom work when the
temperatures are warmer than -25oC.
The students will be busy practicing for the Christmas
concert. Please take note that the date of the
Christmas concert is December 11, 2019. The
Christmas dinner is scheduled for December 19, with
Breakfast with Santa following on December 20.

Although parent/teacher interviews were conducted
on November 21 in the evening and November 22
in the morning, parents are reminded to contact the
school anytime there is a concern about the progress
of their children. Arrangements are with staff to
meet with parents at any mutually agreeable time
during the school year, not just the parent/teacher
days.
Because of the structure of the school time scheduling
there is no need for the scheduling of first semester
exams. All classes whether scheduled in the morning
or the afternoon run all year. Only one course
requires an examination in January. That course will
have its own scheduled time and will not affect any
other students.
February 1 is an Administration day and February 3
is the start of the second semester.
December 2 – In-service – No Classes
December 11 – Christmas Concert – 7:00 PM
December 19 – Christmas Dinner for students and
staff – No Cost
December 20 – Breakfast with Santa - 8:45 AM
– Last Day of Classes before
Christmas Break
January 6 – First Day back to School

News from the grades 3/4 Classroom
The students in Mrs. Buchanan’s class have
already been hard at work practicing for their
parts in the Christmas Concert at Alonsa
Community School. I hope if your son or
daughter is in our class you’ve heard them
singing, dancing, and cheering at home to
practice. We are looking forward to the many fun
and exciting events planned at our school this
holiday season.
In writer’s workshop students are working on
writing biographies. Students have each chosen a
“famous” person to research and write an
interesting piece on that person’s life. Students
have enjoyed performing the research and sharing
the interesting facts with each other. Students
have chosen authors, rappers, musicians, sports
heroes, actors, and inventors. They are looking
forward to sharing their finished writings.
Each grade 3 and 4 student has chosen a country
in the world to study in social studies. They have
been working hard to find relevant facts and
information about their country. They will be
gathering the information and presenting it to
the class in the coming weeks.
As we welcome the New Year and say goodbye to
2019 we will be seeing some major changes in the
grades 3 and 4 classroom. Mrs. Buchanan will
be leaving our school to start a new job in a
different school division in the new year.
After teaching in Alonsa for the past 3 and a half
years I want to thank everyone for their kindness
and support and for welcoming me into your
school community. I wish all of the students
much success and happiness in the future and ill
think of them often. It was a great opportunity to
be part of some amazing learning and adventures
at Alonsa Community School.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Amy Buchanan

SAFETY RULES FOR STUDENTS
RIDING THE SCHOOL BUS
Arriving at the Pick-up Point
1.
2.

Be on time. Leave home in time to get to the bus stop before the school bus arrives.
If other students are waiting at the bus stop, get in line without crowding or pushing and
stay off the road.

Crossing a Road To Get To Your Bus Stop
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

If you have to cross the road to reach your bus stop, stand on the opposite side of the
road from the bus stop and wait for the bus to arrive.
Watch for the bus driver’s signal that it’s safe, check for traffic, then cross the road at least
3 metres/10 feet in front of the bus and ahead of the extended crossing arm.
Look left and right as you cross the road. At an intersection, look in all directions.
Always cross the road at right angles; don’t cut across on an angle.
Walk quickly across the road, but don’t run.
NEVER cross the road BEHIND the school bus.

Getting On the Bus
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Line up in single file with younger students in the front so they can board first.
Wait in line until the bus has stopped and the entrance door is fully open.
Board the bus quickly, but don’t crowd or push other students.
Never run onto the bus as the steps may be slippery, especially in winter. Place your
foot squarely on the steps, not the edges. Use the handrail.
Be careful getting on the bus if you are carrying books or other items because it’s harder
to see the steps and hold the handrail.
Go directly to your seat, face forward, and sit well to the back of the seat.

Conduct on the Bus
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Stay in your seat for the entire trip.
Keep the aisle clear by placing books and other items on your lap or under the seat.
Avoid unnecessary discussion with the driver.
Avoid doing anything that might distract the driver or interfere with his or her driving.
Don’t yell or talk loudly.
Don’t open windows without the driver's permission.
Never stick your head, arms, hands, or feet out the windows.
Don’t throw anything inside the bus or out the window. You could hurt another
passenger or a pedestrian, or create a dangerous situation for another driver.
Except in an emergency, don’t touch the emergency door or exits or any part of the bus
equipment.
Don’t eat on the bus.
Obey the bus driver’s instructions promptly. Remember: Your cooperation will help
everyone stay safe.
If there are school bus captains on your bus, obey their instructions. They’re there
to help the driver and keep you safe.

Getting Off the Bus
1.
2.
3.
4.

Stay in your seat until the bus has stopped and the entrance door is fully open.
Use the handrail when exiting the bus.
Be extra careful around the danger zones of the bus.
Move quickly away from the school bus to a safe location.

Crossing a Roadway After Getting Off the Bus
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

If you have to cross the road after getting off the bus, walk along the edge of the road
until you are at least 3 metres/10 feet in front of the bus, ahead of the extended
crossing arm. Then, walk to the left front side of the bus, stop, and look both ways to
make sure traffic has stopped and that it’s safe to cross the road. Watch for the bus
driver’s signal that it’s safe, check for traffic again, and cross the road.
Look left and right as you cross. At an intersection, look in all directions.
Always cross the road at right angles; don’t cut across on an angle.
Walk quickly across the road, but don’t run.
NEVER cross the road BEHIND the school bus.

3 METRES/10 FEET

Alonsa School
Christmas Concert
Wednesday, December 11 – 7:00 PM
In the Alonsa School Gymnasium
Everyone welcome to attend!

News from Miss Doran
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