There have been some cases of lice that have come
into the school in different grade levels. So that you
are aware, when students give indications of having
lice, the student and class will be checked. Any
student that has lice will have the home contacted
and the student is to be picked up that day. Once
the treatment for lice has been undertaken, the child
may return to school the next day. The class will be
periodically monitored for lice. We ask that
parents/guardians monitor your own students to
check for the lice in addition to what is conducted at
school.
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Greetings from Alonsa School!
It looks like winter is here to stay. The snow and the
strong winds seem to be a common prediction in the
daily weather forecasts. So far there has been little
freezing rain. The good thing is that it is only a
month until the days start to get longer again.
The safety protocol is in place at the school. All the
outside doors are locked for the full day. Entrance
to the school can only occur through the monitored
east end and main doors located on the south side.
Anyone coming to the school during school hours are
to come to the south doors where there is a door
bell. Pressing the bell notifies the office of your
presence. Upon entrance you are asked to go
directly to the office so that the office can contact
the classroom and/or student you wish to see.
As part of the safety protocol, we have calming
activities operating in the classroom and an
opportunity room to help students that are
experiencing difficulty during the day. The selfregulation of students is conducted in the classroom
with the assistance of the classroom teacher or an
educational assistant. Should behavior continue to
disrupt the learning environment of the classroom the
student goes to the opportunity room for a time of
calm reflection, planning and practice to change the
problematic behavior. Violent behavior that poses a
threat to staff, other students or self is removed to
the office for a call home for pick up. This process
applies to all K to 8 students. High school students
have a similar protocol.

As the weather is turning colder we pass along our
yearly request, inside the school is not a good option
when the temperatures are mild so we ask parents
to ensure that their children are appropriately
dressed for the weather when they get on the bus
for school. Appropriate winter wear: mitts, hats,
winter coats, boots, etc. are a must for bus rider
safety and recess breaks. Students are expected to
go outside during the days of milder temperatures
and wind-chills between -10 and -20oC. They do not
go out when the temperature is -25oC or lower.
However, between minus 20 and -24 students will
be out for a short time period. Students need some
exercise and fresh air as a break from the
classroom work when the temperatures are warmer
than -25oC.
We are again at a time when because of the
weather destination changes for students are
requested by parents. We do have children come
to the school with an expectation that they go to an
alternative address for drop off after school. Unless
we have verification by phone or a written note of
the address changes students will not be allowed on
alternate buses or dropped off at alternative
destinations. Regulations require an authorization. A
statement of a student under the age of 18 years is
not authorization and will not be accepted. We will,
as in the past, try to contact parents or guardians
about such requests by students but this is time
consuming and normally occurs at the end of the day
when the buses are preparing to leave. Should no
contact be made with parents or guardians prior to
bus departure time, the students will be sent to their
normal addresses. Should no one be available at
home then students will be brought back to the
school until picked up. Students under the age of 18
cannot be dropped off at unsupervised residences
or without proper authorization. We ask that you
make arrangements in advance and notify the
school, otherwise we are required to follow
regulations.

The students will be busy practicing for the Christmas
concert. Please take note that the date of the
Christmas concert is December 13, 2018. The
Christmas dinner is scheduled for December 20, and
Breakfast with Santa will follow on December 21.
The Parent/Teacher interviews will be conducted on
November 22 in the evening and November 23 in
the morning. The next interviews are scheduled for
the spring. Should parents have any concerns about
the progress of their children, please contact the
school by phone or in person. Arrangements can be
made with staff to meet with parents at any time
during the school year, not just the parent/teacher
days.
Because of the structure of the school time scheduling
there is no need for the scheduling of first semester
exams. All classes whether scheduled in the morning
or the afternoon run all year. Only one course
requires an examination in January. That course will
have its own scheduled time and will not affect any
other students. February 1 is an administration day
and Feb 2 is the start of the second semester.
- Mr. Vern McMichael
Dec 3 – In-Service – No School
Dec 13 – Christmas Concert at 7:00 PM
Dec 20 – Staff & Student Christmas Dinner (No cost)
Dec 21 – Breakfast with Santa
- Last Day of Classes before Christmas Break
Jan 7 – First day back to school in the New Year
The Silent Auction at our Christmas Concert
is a major fundraiser for the Grades K-6
Field Trips and activities.
This year, we are asking each family with
children in Grades K-6 to please bring an
item to donate towards our silent auction at
the December 13th Christmas Concert.
Some ideas are Christmas items, nonperishable food, toys, and videos.
Please bring in your donations by Friday,
December 7th so we can put prize baskets
together.
Thank you for your support!

Sincerely, Grades K-6 staff at Alonsa
School

News from the K & Grade 1 Room
Our class has been busy this month learning about a
wide variety of topics.
After our Halloween activities and all the excitement,
we started practicing for our Remembrance Day
Ceremonies. We recited Poppy, Poppy for the special
event, we also took time to learn about the
importance of that day. We had many discussions
about our family members that went to war. One of
our students shared a picture of her great grandpa in
his uniform.
Our community and community helpers is something
we learned about. The Kindergarten class made their
very own Kindergarten community and we all decided
what kind of community helper we want to be
someday.
We continue to work on our letter sounds and number
concepts, we are making great progress with them!
We even went on a number and letter hunt!
Recently we have been learning about animal habitats,
hibernation and migration in our science class. We
spent time and made our very own beavers out of clay
and beaver dams with sticks. Take a look at the
pictures of our finished product on the bulletin board
in our room. We worked very hard on them!
We have set up a Post Office complete with
mailboxes and envelopes, it will also give us
opportunity to write letters and get mail from our
friends. We are still looking for an old desk phone
and old greeting cards to add into the center, if you
have and can donate either item we would greatly
appreciate it!
The most exciting time of year is coming up! We can’t
wait for all the learning and fun to happen, our School
Christmas concert is Thursday, December 13th and
our class Christmas party will be Thursday, December
20th. We wish all of our families a safe and happy
holiday season.
Mrs. Wendy Zalluski & Mrs. Dana Thompson
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News from the Grades 3 & 4 Room

Any photos from the school year
2018-19 that you wish to share
can be Emailed to:
alonsaschoolyearbook@trsd.ca .
Please indicate the event for submitted photos.
Thank you for your help!

In November we have been busy with some new
and exciting activities in our classroom. We
started the Roots of Empathy program with
Mrs. Gurke and met baby Kinsley for the first
time. The students have enjoyed talking about
our visits with baby Kinsley and watching her
reaction to our class and our activities with her.
We have been busy learning about animal
adaptations in science and have read some fun
and interesting books by Sandra Markle. The
students completed writing and artwork on
“What if You Had an Animal Nose, or Eyes, or
Hair!?”
Students have also worked hard on some holiday
themed artwork for our bulletin boards and
hallways. You can see their “snowy Christmas
trees through a window” in the high school
hallway and their gingerbread houses in the snow
on our classroom bulletin boards.

Volleyball

Senior girls and boys volleyball has wrapped up for
another year, and it was a fun one! The boys were
coached by Mr. Reimer, and the girls were coached
by both Ms. Steiner and Ms. Sadler.
To wrap up the season, the teams went to
Brandon University to watch the BU Bobcats play
against the Calgary Dinos. The teams got to meet
several of the players from the women's team and
ask questions about university sports.

- Ms. Miranda Sadler

Parents of grades 3/4 students are encouraged
to join the Remind App as a means to
communicate and receive messages from your
child’s teacher. On your web browser go to the
following link: rmd.at/alonsa Follow the
instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be
prompted to download the mobile app. If you
don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications
by texting @alonsa to 778-654-5560. It has
been a useful and quick way to communicate
between parents and teacher so far this year.
If you were unable to attend parent-teacher
conferences, please contact Mrs. Buchanan to
make arrangements to meet at another time
and date.
We are all looking forward to fun activities to
celebrate the Christmas season as well as
preparations for the Christmas concert.
- Mrs. Amy Buchanan

Library News
We have had a busy month in the library! Themes
for Pre-School – Grade 2 for November were Peace,
Remembrance Day, Kindness & Friendship, as well
as some Christmas and holiday themes that will
carry into December.
The Grades 3-4 class and I have set aside our
“Dinosaur Cove” series by Rex Stone at the moment
as we focused on Remembrance Day and we have
begun a Christmas novel, “Maggie and Max” from
the Puppy Place Series by Ellen Miles.
I am sharing “The Blackwell Pages” series with the
Grades 5 & 6 class and we are nearly finished book
1, “Loki’s Wolves” by K.L. Armstrong & Melissa
Marr. It is an exciting series where Norse
mythology is brought to life! The Grades 5 & 6 class
visit me on Days 2 and 6. On Day 4 we stay in the
classroom and have different activities, this month
we focused on Remembrance Day and we are also
wrapping up the Respect teaching/virtue in
November.
The Grade 7 class and I are into the “Tombquest”
Series by Michael Northrop, book 1 is “Book of the
Dead”. Alex and his best friend Ren must team up
with Dr. Todtman to find Alex’s missing mother as
an ancient evil is unleashed and wreaking havoc in
New York city.
The Grade 8 class and I are reading the
“Magisterium” series by Holly Black & Cassandra
Clare. We are on book 1, “The Iron Trial. Call is
now at the Magisterium, it is both sensational and
sinister. The Iron Trial was just the beginning as
the biggest test is yet to come!
Scholastic Book Orders for November and
December have been placed. They were done early
so we should have no trouble receiving them before
Christmas break.
Mark your calendar!
Pre-School – every Thursday
Kindergarten & Grade 1 – Days 1 & 3
(December 6, 10, 14, 18)
Grade 2 – Days 2 & 4
(December 7, 11, 17, 19)
Grades 3 & 4–Days 3 & 6
(December 5, 10, 13, 18, 21)
Grades 5 & 6 –Days 2, 4, 6
They come to the Library Days 2 & 6
(December 5, 7, 13, 17, 21)
We stay in the classroom on Day 4
(November 11, 19)
Grades 7 & 8 – Day 5 (Separate classes for 7 & 8s)
(December 4, 12, 19)

LIBRARY DONATIONS POLICY
I have had questions in regards to our Library
Donations Policy. We graciously accept books
under the condition that the library has the right to
use/place them where needed in the best interest to
the school. This means donated books may be kept
in the library, kept in a classroom, given to
students, or discarded.
Donations must also meet the following criteria:
AGE: Hardcover books must be 10 years old or
less, Paperback books must be 5 years old or less.
CONDITION: Books must be clean, unmarked
and in general good appearance. Books that are
moldy or musty in smell will not be accepted.
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED: Encyclopedias,
Magazines, VHS tapes, Records or Cassette tapes.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns that you may have by calling 767-2168 or
email me at banderson@trsd.ca . Have a great
month!
- Mrs. Barbara Anderson 

News from the Grades 7 & 8 Room
This last month in the 7/8 room has been very
exciting. We spent a morning building tin
foil boats to learn about center of gravity
and stability for science. Many of the boats
were very unique, and many held up well when
we tested them in a bucket of water to see
how much weight each boat could hold! Our
winning boat held 800 grams and would have
held more had there not been a leak. In
Social Studies, all the students have shown a
great interest in the history around World
War 1 and 2, and their impact on the
development of the human rights we have
today.
Our ELA short stories have wrapped up, as
well. Students were asked to create a short
story for Halloween in order to continue
learning about paragraph structure, sentences
and punctuation. The stories that were
written were very creative! We have started a
book club for Days 2, 4 and 6. The book club
centers around a murder mystery set in the
future. On Days 3 and 5, we will be working
on writing tasks.
In Art, students have been experimenting with
technique and colour while using paint,
charcoal, and pastels and will continue to do
so for the rest of the year. There have been
some very impressive and creative art
projects to hang up. Students have some
excellent holiday art that will soon be put
up in the hallway.
We are looking forward to what the rest of
the school year brings!
- Miss Sarah Doran

