






Our year together cut short. 
As we all know, Covid 19 cut our time in school together short with the suspension of classes. But, before that 
happened we managed to fit in some fun and important programs at Alonsa Community School.  

We continued to offer some previously implemented programming such evening gym nights, breakfast program, 
free lunch program, numerous presentations, I Love To Read Month guest readers, Christmas Store, Christmas 
Dinner, empathy programming etc. Unfortunately some programming and presentations booked for the remaining 
months of the school year had to be cancelled. We have hopes that such programs will return during the 
2020-2021 school year. 

The ever important attendance tracking and home contact continued during the school year. This is an essential 
home school communication and will continue during the 2020-2021 school year.  

We want our students and families to know that although we were apart, fun things will be waiting for us when we 
return like our school gardens! 

The Community Connector as always participated in professional development as well participated on a number of 
important councils and committees. 

Indigenous Inclusion Directorate Advisory Council (IIDAC) 

 As of September 2019 the Community Connector was appointed to the Indigenous Inclusion Directorate Advisory 
Council. IIDAC serves as an advisory council to the Indigenous Inclusion Directorate. The Indigenous Inclusion 
Directorate provides leadership and co-ordination for departmental initiatives in Aboriginal education and training. 
The Indigenous Inclusion Directorate operates from within Manitoba Education and Training. The primary role of 
the Indigenous Inclusion Directorate is in research, policy development and strategic initiatives. This is 
accomplished in the spirit of cooperation and consultation with many groups and individuals, such as school 
administrators, educators, students, parents, Aboriginal and community organizations and other government 
departments. The Indigenous Inclusion Directorate works in partnership with First Nations communities and 
organization in Manitoba. It is a huge honour to have our Connector be appointed by the Minister of Education to 
this council. 

Child Nutrition Council of Manitoba (CNCM) 

The Manitoba Council on Child Nutrition was created as a non-profit organization in 2001. The Manitoba School 
Boards Association played a key role as a founding member and continues to provide critical support. Founded on 
the passions of individuals who wanted to address the impacts of poverty on their communities, and especially 
school-aged children, the Council remains dedicated to addressing the needs of children. 

Representatives from health, education, social services, business, the volunteer sector, and community services and 
agencies work with the Council to raise awareness about nutrition and the need for nutrition programs in 
schools.The Council supports over 280 school and community-based breakfast, snack, and lunch programs, serving 
over 32,000 children and teens each year. This is also a very important council for our Connector to be part of as 
the board helps to make vital decisions as to how school nutrition programs look in our province. 
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Students are away. How we remain connected… 

While so much looks different for our students and their families, one thing has remained strong and 
true- the compassion and care that the staff of Alonsa Community School holds for our families. From 
teachers preparing homework packages, to the deliveries on their door steps, our passion to support 

our families not only remains, but grows stronger!  

Alonsa Community School remains connected with our students and their families during the school 
suspension. School staff are engaged through numerous means. Information on the newly made 
school Facebook page where new features like the sharing of our school meal program recipes, 

important messages from TRSD, fun web based activities, honouring of our 2020 Graduates etc are 
shared. But the most rewarding and important work happens during our home visits (while physical 

distancing) and the delivery of care and homework packages. While Covid 19 has caused a huge 
disruption to our home lives as well as our school lives, it has also allowed for something positive to 

happen, a bond between school staff and parents/guardians. A trust, a positive relationship!  

Thank you to the many loved ones of our students for allowing us to step a little closer into your lives, 
thank you for trusting us! You all deserve a round of applause, your dedication to your child's education 

and well being through these difficult times has not gone unnoticed! 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
Everyone in our school has the opportunity to visit the library.   

Library classes for the Pre-School to Grade 8 students are 

scheduled on certain days of the six-day cycle.  All students 

have the opportunity to visit me first thing in the morning any 

day of the week to exchange their books as often as they like!   

All students from  Grades from 7-12 have the opportunity to 

come down to the library during their study periods, lunch and 

regular breaks to sign out books, work on assignments, study 

and read.  Students in these grades also have the opportunity 

to come for a library period at any time at their teacher’s        

request. 

This year we held two Scholastic Book Fair.  As always I wish to 

thank everyone who purchases items at these Book Fairs as 

every purchase benefits our school by putting new books on 

our shelves and into the hands of our students!  Your support 

helps us build a library that I am proud of! 

I also take care of all the Scholastic Book Orders that are 

placed throughout the year from Kindergarten to Grade 12.  

We do receive a small percentage back on the monthly book 

orders as well, all of which is also put right back onto the 

shelves of our library.   Something new is the ability for par-

ents to place their order on-line, select me (Barbara Anderson)

as their “child’s teacher” and I will ensure your order is sub-

mitted and delivered to your child.    

 

Is there a certain book you would like to see in our collection?    

I  am always asking for ideas from students and staff as to which 

books they would like to see in our library.   I do my best to   

order books that engage and inspire all ages and if anyone has 

suggestions, I welcome them.   

We have an awesome school website where the Library has it’s 

own web pages.  You can search to find out which books we 

have by going to AlonsaSchool.ca ; click on Programs and            

Services and there you will find the Alonsa School Library pag-

es where you can search by clicking on  Library Search.  You can 

also search Turtle River’s other school libraries as well.  

In 2019-2020 we faced new challenges and experienced a short-

ened in-school year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  I hope this 

message finds our families and friends healthy during this trying 

time.  Enjoy the summer holidays, I hope to see everyone back 

at school this fall!   

Thank you for believing in reading and the importance of books 

in your child’s life! 

- Mrs. Barbara Anderson  

 




