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It looks like winter weather is here to stay. The snow
and the wind-chill seem to be a common prediction
in the daily weather forecasts. These are certainly
unprecedented times. The province is in level Red
and the schools are operating in restricted Orange.
For the school, there is much cleaning, hand
sanitizing, mask-wearing and 2-meter separation
between desks. Access to the school is limited to
students, staff and essential personnel. Safety is the
primary operational mode of the school to reduce
the possibility of the pandemic coming to the school.
The safety protocol of the school is in place. Students
and staff entering the school come through the south
doors from 8:30 am and onwards till 3:30. Hand
sanitizing is the first procedure. At the end of the
day, students who take the same bus are called to
line up for entry onto the bus. Once arranged the
students go to their bus and the next group is called.
This does take a bit longer to load buses but the
overall benefit is positive.
On November 23, report cards for all students, K to
12 will be distributed. Parent teacher interviews will
take place over the week by phone, zoom or teams.
Teachers will be making phone calls to connect with
parents as no parents will be coming to the school
for the interviews. Parents please make contact with
the teacher if there are concerns about your child’s
progress. The interviews will run the course of the
week and continue unto Friday.

As you are aware, the school is offering temporary
remote learning. Before students with their parents
opt for this method of instruction and delivery
please be aware of the following.
 Students must connect with the class at the
assigned time.
 Grade levels of participation expectations
are based upon grade levels.
 Is there someone at home that can assist the
child with the learning and internet
connection?
 Is the internet reliable for use and do you
have the necessary equipment to connect to
the internet given multiple students?
 In addition, how successful was the remote
learning from April to June of last school
year?
Answers to these questions will guide your decision
making. Students can opt for Home schooling with
the province or enter into remote learning. However,
students who fail to engage regardless of grade will
place themselves at academic risk to acquire the
necessary skills for future success.
As the weather is turning colder we pass along our
yearly request, inside the school is not a good option
when the temperatures are mild. We ask parents to
ensure that their children are appropriately dressed
for the weather when they get on the bus for school.
Appropriate winter wear: mitts, hats, winter coats,
boots, etc. are a must for bus rider safety and recess
breaks. Students are expected to go outside during
the days of milder temperatures and wind-chills
between -10 and -20oC. They do not go out when
the temperature is -25oC or less. However, between
-20 and -24oC students will be out for a short time
period. Students need some exercise and fresh air
as a break from the classroom work when the
temperatures are warmer than -25oC.

November 23 – Report Cards are issued
November 26 – Parent-Teacher Interviews in
the evening
November 27 – Parent-Teacher Interviews
during the day/Administration Day – there
is no school for students
Nov 30 – PD Day – No School for students
Dec 7 – PD Day – No School for students
Dec 18 – Last Day of Classes before Christmas
Holidays

REMINDER:
NEW PD DAYS - NO
CLASSES FOR STUDENTS
Monday, November 30th
Monday, December 7th
Monday, February 8th

News from the Grades 5 & 6 Room
November started off with lessons and
activities that focused on remembrance for
Veterans’ Week. Students participated in
the Post Cards for Peace this year and
wrote thoughtful messages to surviving
Veterans here in Manitoba.
In Math, students have been focusing on
Multiplication and Division. We have been
working through a Jump Math page a day,
practicing different strategies for
multiplying multiple digits. They have also
been using a program called Reflex Math
every day. This program is for improving the
recall speed of basic multiplication and
division facts. I encourage students to log in
at home for extra practice.
In ELA, students have been writing reports
They have published one already and we
hope to complete one more before the end
of the month. The students will be picking
their own topic for the second report.
We continue to listen to the audio version
of the novel Hatchet by Garry Paulsen.
Students continue to log into their RAZ kids
account to read, listen, and quiz on books at
their individual reading level. Students also
have Spelling City accounts that they log
into to practice weekly lists. I encourage
students to log in at home if they are
absent, or just for extra practice.
We finished off our S.S. unit with a poster
project. Now, we are beginning a new
science unit, Properties and Changes of
Materials.
In art, students finished painting their pinch
pot clay monsters. They turned out

awesome! Now, we will begin Christmas
theme work, just in time for the holidays.
Students have several online accounts they
can access from home if they are away from
school. Students use them daily in class so
they are familiar with how to use them. I
check daily to track students’ progress and
use. Please have your child log in at home,
so that they are familiar with how to access
them outside of school. Please feel free to
contact me if you have trouble accessing
them from home.
- Miss Steiner

News from the Library
Hello Everyone!
Library programming continues as I visit each
class in Kindergarten to Grade 6 daily. Each
grade has a specific daily library schedule.
Once again this year I have ordered Remembrance
Day Activities from Veteran’s Affairs Canada for all
students in Pre-School – Grade 12. I was happy to
hear that the Grades 5/6 Class and the Grades 7/8
Class participated in “POSTCARDS for PEACE”.
These postcards are sent to Veterans to show them
how thankful we are for their sacrifices during
unsettled times. Lest We Forget!

Kindergarten to Grade 3 classes have had the
following themes for November: Soldiers, Animals
in War, Peace, Remembrance Day, Veterans,
Children, Friendship and National Children’s Day
(which was on November 20th). Our November
Library Activity Booklets featured activities
with these themes.
The Grade 4A class and I read books from “The
Magic Tree House Series” and we finished
reading “World at War, 1944” and we are
continuing with this series as the students really
enjoy learning about different times and places in
history. This month the Grade 4B class and I
have read books focusing on Animals in War, World
War I and II, Soldiers and Remembrance Day. I
have also shared many of the same stories with
the Grade 4A class. The Grade 4Bs and I have
begun an exciting series, “The Secrets of Droon”
where Eric, Neal and Julie find a secret world,
the world of Droon! They meet many exciting
new friends but find the world of Droon in a time
of turmoil. Every group I share this series with
loves it!
I have shared more pictures of our Grade 4s
and our Special “Leaf Project”. I have completed
the coiled book of leaves that we are sending to
the Grade 4 students at ARVILIGRUAQ
ILLINIARVIK SCHOOL in Kugaaruk, Nunavut.
I have included more of their photos in this
newsletter as well as a picture of the community
of Kugaaruk in the summer, not a tree in sight!

The Grades 5/6 class and I have finished
reading “Turned Away : The World War II Diary
of Devorah Bernstein/Winnipeg, Manitoba, 1941”
from the “Dear Canada” series. This is novel is
historical fiction which tells of eleven-year-old
Devorah’s efforts to help her Jewish pen-pal and
cousin Sarah emigrate from France to Canada
during World War II. The students have enjoyed
this book which is written in diary form and we

will continue in the “Dear Canada” series with
“No Safe Harbour : The Halifax Explosion Diary of
Charlotte Blackburn/Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1917”
by Julie Lawson. The Grades 5/6s like playing
“Trivial Pursuit” and we have been playing it in
teams on our Funday-Mondays!
Grades 7 – 12 students can request books using
either a library book request form or by emailing me
at banderson@trsd.ca. Books are to be returned to
the Library Book Return House just outside of the
Library.
Once again this year I have ordered Remembrance
Day Activities from Veteran’s Affairs Canada for all
students in Pre-School – Grade 12. I was happy to
hear that the Grades 5/6 Class and the Grades 7/8
Class participated in “POSTCARDS for PEACE”.
These postcards are sent to Veterans to show them
how thankful we are for their sacrifices during
unsettled times. Lest We Forget!

If anyone is looking to do some on line shopping for
Christmas, remember that you can order Scholastic
Books at any time on scholastic.ca. Please use my
Class Code: RC230554. When you use my Class Code,
shipping is FREE on orders over $35.00 (and only
$3.50 if your order is under $35.00). Online Orders
are shipped directly to you! By using my Class Code,
the library earns 20% of your order towards items
for everyone to use in our library program. This
option is available for ANYONE who would like to
order books online at great prices, not just families /
students that attend our school. Thank you for your
support!

Parents and guardians, please feel free to
contact me at any time via email at
banderson@trsd.ca with any questions about the
library program. We are all excited for December
to arrive!! Have a great month everyone!

-Mrs. Barbara
Anderson 

PRE-SCHOOL REGISTRATION

TURTLE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION BOX 309, McCREARY, MB R0J 1B0

DEAR PARENTS AND RESIDENTS OF TURTLE RIVER SCHOOL DIVISION:

F

M/F

JAN 6/89

BIRTHDATE

ALONSA

ADDRESS

701-1122

PHONE

ANN

MOTHER

BILL

FATHER

FORM P-16-I

J. BLACK

BUS DRIVER

N.E. 10-14-14

RESIDENCE
TOWN OR LAND

The Turtle River School Division is updating its records so that the Division can plan for future programs. The Division is requesting that
you list all your pre-school children in Section I. If you are aware of any new families who have pre-school children in the Division, list their
names on this form in Section II, or pass a copy of this form to them.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,
Bev Szymesko
Superintendent of Schools
SECTION I
EX. SMITH, SUSAN

NAME OF CHILD

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

M/F

BIRTHDATE

ADDRESS

PHONE

MOTHER

FATHER

To my knowledge, the following Turtle River School Division residents have pre-school children but do not have older children in the school
system. Fill out only sections to which you have knowledge, the school will follow up on additional information.
SECTION II
NAME OF CHILD

Please submit to Alonsa School by DECEMBER 10, 2020
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Day 1
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Day 2
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Day 3

12

16

Day 6

17

Day 1

18

Day 2

19

PD Day
No Classes
for students

6

7
PD Day
No Classes
for students

13

14

Day 4

15

Day 5

Last Day
of Classes

Staff &
Student
Christmas
Dinner!!

20

27

21

22

23

24

25

26

Merry
Christmas!!

Boxing Day

Christmas Break
28

29

30

31

Jan
1

Happy New
Year!

School closed December 21 - January 1, 2021
Return to school January 4, 2021

